
 
         6-A-07-UR 
 
Metropolitan Planning Committee 
Suite 403 
City/County Building 
400 East Main Street 
Knoxville, TN 37902 
 
June 10, 2007 
 
Dear Commissioner: 
 
It has come to our attention that the property owner of 4009 Sutherland Avenue has 
requested a permanent home occupation variance on the R-1 zoning that currently 
applies to that specific location and our entire Forest Height Neighborhood. 
 
As property owners in the same neighborhood, we oppose this requested zoning 
change or variance.  This would be the first variance granted on the north side of 
Sutherland Avenue to be repurposed for use other than residential.  The Forest Heights 
Neighborhood is a family area and should remain zoned R-1 on the north side of 
Sutherland Avenue adjacent to the Forest Heights area. The Forest Heights 
neighborhood does not need, or desire the additional traffic generated by  this business. 
 
Additional comments regarding the property follow.  We have observed three or four 
additional vehicles parked at the house during business hours and on Saturday and 
Sunday.  We also suggest that owner occupancy be verified as the only Sandra 
Hampton listed in the phone book is listed with a 208 Marchmont address.  Based on 
our observations- additional  vechicles parked on the property, notice on the front door 
notifying employees to park in the back, and the phone listing it appears to us that use 
has been converted to business without due process.  We find this action, on the part of 
the owner, to be very objectionable.   
 
We will appreciate the thoughtful consideration of our comments when the variance 
request is being considered. 
 
 
 
 
Lawrence A. De Longe(owner)   Kaylene J. De Longe(owner) 
702 Forest Heights Road    702 Forest Heights Road 
Knoxville, TN 37919     Knoxville, TN 37919 
584-3647, 384-0823     584-3647, 384-0823 
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From: cfaulkne <cfaulkne@utk.edu>
To: <mark.donaldson@knoxmpc.org>
Date: 6/12/2007 1:21:25 PM
Subject: Bearden Council Request for MPC Commisioners

Hello Mark,

Bearden Council members have requested that MPC staff recommend AGAINST and 
that Commissioners vote AGAINST the variance request made by the property 
owner of 4009 Sutherland Avenue for a "home occupation" business at their June 
14 meeting. We also request that you include this email from the Bearden 
Council in the file your staff prepares for Commission members prior to this 
meeting.

The neighborhoods of Forest Heights and Westwood (which are located on the 
north side of Sutherland Avenue in Bearden) have retained their R1 zoning for 
decades and are the foundation neighborhoods for the MPC Bearden Village 
pedestrian plan. They need continued protection from the intrusion of 
businesses into the neighborhoods. An approved "home occupation" at 4009 
Sutherland would set a precedent which could, in the future, result in all the 
small homes bordering the north side of Sutherland Avenue within our Westwood 
and Forest Height's neighborhoods becoming business offices. The homes on the 
south side of Sutherland in our area are zoned for offices (our neighborhhods 
supported that decision) and that is where businesses need to remain. In 
addition, the property owner's request does NOT meet our codes criteria as 
this property owner has NOT lived in the house on that property for many years 
(she has however used it as a business location for those years).

We hope you are doing well, and as always we appreciate your interest in the 
matters of concern to us in the Bearden area!!

Sincerely, 
Terry Faulkner: Chair; Bearden Council

CC: <com@utk.edu>, <finbarr@nbzhome.com>, <jbletner@utk.edu>, 
<mrich@richardsdesign.com>, <nashja@bellsouth.com>, <tmidyett@aol>
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From: "Sara Baskin" <mamabgrass@bellsouth.net>
To: <contact@knoxmpc.org>
Date: 6/13/2007 4:02:07 PM
Subject: Rezoning on Sutherland at Forest Heights

I wish to express my displeasure regarding the rezoning request for the
corner of Sutherland and Forest Heights.  We have worked so hard to retain
the neighborhood as residential and the addition of the sidewalks has added
so much to the usefulness of the area for neighbor to walk.  Many of the
neighbors use wheelchairs on the sidewalks.  Please keep the business on the
other side of Southerland and retain this side for children and neighbors to
use the sidewalks safely.  As far as I know there is no one living at this
address at all.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

 

Sara Baskin

 

Mamabgrass@bellsouth.net

801 Forest Heights

Knoxville Tennessee 37919

 

588-8728
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