
MEMORANDUM

AGENDA ITEM #: 7

Tuesday, April 01, 2008

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Metropolitan Planning Commission

Ken Pruitt, Assistant Development Services Manager

APPROVE the amendments

These amendments delete references to story as a criteria for measuring building height. Several other 
amendments were already approved by both MPC and City Council dealing with this matter. The 
amendments being considered today were overlooked by me in that first effort.
Approval of these amendments will eliminate conflicts in the ordinance and further clarify how building height 
is to measured.

Amendments to the Knoxville Zoning Ordinance, Article 1, Section 1, Article 3, Section 4, 
Article 4, Section 9, Article 5, Section 5, and related sections removing stories as a criteria 
for determining building height and utilizing feet to determine height

4-A-08-OA

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

BACKGROUND:



 

 

Amendments to the Knoxville Zoning Ordinance removing stories as a criteria for 
determining building height and utilizing feet instead. 4-A-08-OA 

 
New language in Bold 
Deleted language Struck Through. 
 
 
Article 1, Section 1, Title 
 
An ordinance to regulate the location, height, bulk, number of stories and size of buildings 
and other structures, the percentage of the lot which may be occupied, the sizes of yards, 
courts and other open spaces, the density of population, and the uses of buildings, structures 
and land for trade, industry, residence, recreation, public activities and other purposes; and for 
such purposes to divide the municipality into districts or zones of such number, shape and 
areas as it may determine, and regulate the erection, construction, reconstruction, alteration 
and uses of buildings and structures and the use of land; to prescribe penalty for the violation 
of its provisions and to provide for its enforcement; to repeal Ordinance No. 123, and all 
amendments thereto, the caption of which Ordinance No. 123 is as follows:  "An Ordinance to 
regulate and restrict the location and use of buildings, structures, and land for trade, industry, 
residence or other purposes, the height, number of stories and size of buildings and other 
structures, the size of yards and other open spaces, and the density of population and for said 
purposes to divide the municipality into districts of such number, shape and area as may be 
deemed best suited to carry out these regulations; to prescribe penalties for the violation of its 
provisions and to provide for its enforcement." 
 
 
Article 4, Section 9, C-3 General Commercial District 
 
F. HEIGHT REGULATIONS: 
 
 (Amended by Ordinance No. 5050, 8-40-70.) 
 
 No building or structure, except office buildings, shall exceed forty-five feet in height 

except as provided in Article 5, Section 5. 
 
 Office buildings shall not exceed eight stories or ninety feet. 
 
 
Article 5, Section 5, Height 
 
The following requirements are intended to provide exceptions or qualify and supplement, as 
the case may be, the specific district regulations set forth in Article 4 herein. 
 

A. In measuring heights, a habitable basement or attic shall be counted as a story. 
B becomes A. 
C. becomes B. 
D. becomes C. 
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