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TO:  Metropolitan Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Mark Donaldson, Executive Director 
 
DATE:  November 13, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Amendments to the City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance regarding parking in front yards, 

including definitions and driveway requirements. 
 2-C-08-OA 

Staff Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends approval of Option “D”. 
 
Background: 
In December, 2007, City Council requested MPC review and make a recommendation regarding the act of 
parking in the front yard of residential properties.  The letter from Charles Swanson, on behalf of Council 
is enclosed. 
 
In April, 2008, MPC recommended to City Council a proposed ordinance amendment relegating parking in 
the front yard to limited paved or designated surfaces.  This recommendation is enclosed herein as 
Option “A”. 
 
At its October 9, 2008, meeting City Council referred the item back to MPC after hearing a set of 
proposed ordinance amendments from a citizen based task force.  These proposed amendments are 
enclosed herein as Option “B”. 
 
At an October 30, 2008, City Council work session, City Council received a set of proposed ordinance 
amendments from City of Knoxville administration.  These proposed amendments are enclosed herein as 
Option “C”.  The City proposed alternatives with and without a process to apply the parking restrictions 
as an optional overlay district.  In addition, the task force presented alternative language for its proposed 
amendments. 
 
MPC staff’s recommendation is enclosed herein as Option “D”.  The rationale for staff recommendation is 
included with each ordinance subsection. 
 
A summary of each of the four options is also enclosed.  The cover sheet itemizes the nine different 
subsections of the ordinance that would be affected by one or all of the proposed amendment sets.  They 
include, generally: 

• Definitions; 
• Article 4, off-street parking requirements within zone districts R-1, R-1A, R-1E, and R-1EN; 
• Article 5, Section 7.A (Off-Street Parking Requirements); 
• Article 5, Section 7.B (Access and Driveway Requirements).  

 
Also included in the packet is a response to seven specific sets of questions MPC staff received from City 
Council.  The letter from Charles Swanson, on behalf of the Council, is enclosed. 
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Option “A” 
The approach to parking in the front yard recommended by MPC in April was to restrict parking to 
driveway and parking surfaces, except for infrequent (less than 3 times per week), temporary (less than 
12 hours) periods of time.  The Zoning Ordinance has already been amended to limit the amount of 
driveway and parking surface in the front yard (approved in 2007) in the R-1, R-1A, R-1E, and R-1EN 
residential zoning districts. 
 
Option “B” 
The approach of the Task Force is to restrict parking in the front yard to approved driveway and parking 
areas, except for a list of specific temporary events, reduce dimensions and curb cut size for driveways 
on smaller lots, limit the location of driveways on smaller lots, allow circular driveways on larger lots with 
houses that have garages or carports, and prohibit driveways in front of houses without garages or 
carports on larger lots. 
 
Option “C” 
The approach of the City Administration is to require neighborhoods to adopt an overlay district to 
implement parking regulations.  These regulations would restrict parking in the front yard to approved 
driveway and parking surfaces, except for a list of specific temporary events, limit the amount of 
driveway and parking surface in the front yard, and allow circular driveways only on larger lots.  The City 
also offers an option to eliminate the adoption of regulations on a neighborhood basis, while keeping 
everything else the same. 
 
Option “D” 
Staff generally supports the proposal of City Administration that requires each neighborhood to opt in to 
the parking restrictions, with modifications.  These modifications include: 

• At Article 5, Section 7.A.1.a, splitting the description of residential parking facilities into two 
parts; 

• At Article 5, Section 7.A.1.j, the minimum area for a parking space is raised to 250 square feet.  
If a homeowner desires to provide only two parking spaces as a parking pad adjacent to the 
street, 200 square feet (10 ft. by 20 ft.) per space seems sufficient.  The current definition of 
parking space states a minimum size of 200 square feet but is in conflict with other parts of the 
code which allow smaller spaces (9 ft. by 17.5 ft., or 157.5 square feet). 

• MPC staff also recommends modifying the amount of off-street parking surfaces in the front yard, 
depending on the location of parking spaces. 

• There is no need to provide an exception for circular drives.  If any driveway configuration fits 
within the 25% of front yard restriction it should be allowed, regardless of lot size. 

 
Each of the four options raises significant enforcement issues. 
 
Enclosures: 

• Letter from Charles Swanson, on behalf of City Council, dated December 4, 2007 
• MPC recommendation, 2-C-08-OA, Option “A” 
• Memo from Cindy Mitchell, City Recorder, containing Task Force report, dated October 9, 2008 
• Task Force proposed amendments, Option “B” 
• City Administration proposed amendments, Option “C” 
• MPC staff recommendation, Option “D” 
• Summary of Options A, B, C, and D 
• Letter from Charles Swanson, on behalf of City Council, dated November 3, 2008 
• Response to City Council inquiries 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “A” 
  MPC April Recommendation 
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Add to Article 2 (Definitions) 
 
VEHICLE PARKING – A standing or stored, unattended vehicle. 
 
 
 
Add to Article 4, Section 2 (R-1), G. Off-Street Parking regulations; 
Add to Article 4, Section 2a (R-1A), G. Off-Street Parking regulations; 
Add to Article 4, Section 2b (R-1E), F. Off-Street Parking regulations; and 
Add to Article 4, Section 2c (R-1EN), G. Off-Street Parking regulations. 
 
Parking and storage of vehicles that are routinely parked at a residential property shall 
be limited to the defined driveway and parking area of the site.  However, temporary 
parking for short (less than 12 hours) and/or infrequent (not more than 3 times per 
week) periods may occur on the site outside the defined driveway area. 
 
The defined driveways within the front yard shall have a maximum width of 18 feet or 
the maximum width of the enclosed parking space (garage, carport) with pull out 
spaces not more than nine feet wide and sixteen feet long.  All defined driveways on a 
site shall be paved, or covered with gravel, wood chips, bark mulch, or other erosion-
preventing material clearly defining the driveway parking area, and have side borders of 
plants, pressure treated landscaped timbers, railroad ties, pressure treated wood, 
composite “plastic wood”, brick, concrete, or similar border materials.  Alterations to the 
above stated requirements may be sought by use-on-review application to the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission where it can be shown that physical conditions of 
the subject property, or traffic safety considerations associated with permitting on-
street parking on the adjacent streets are a concern. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “B” 
  Task Force 

11/13/08 - 1 - 

 
Article 2, DEFINITIONS – Parking space, residential 
Current 
Code 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor 
vehicle and having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of 
passage-ways and driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and 
having direct access to a street or alley. 

 
Add Parking space, residential – An off-street parking space available for the parking 

on one (1) motor vehicle. 
 
 
 
Article 4, Section 2 (R-1), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2a (R-1A), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; and 
Article 4, Section 2b (R-1E), F. OFF-STREET PARKING 
Current 
Code 

Except: 
Paved vehicle parking and storage facilities in the front or side street yard on any 
lot containing a house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to not more than 
the greater of the following: (a) 25% of the required front or side street yard area; 
(b) the paved area leading directly to a carport or enclosed garage; or (c) 400 
square feet. 

 
Proposed Delete in its entirely 
 
 
 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 1. a  (Residential off-street parking spaces) 
Current 
Code 

Residential off-street parking space shall consist of a parking lot, driveway, 
garage, or combination thereof and shall be located on the lot they are intended to 
serve. 

 
Replace 
with 
Proposed 

Residential off-street parking spaces shall be provided within a driveway, garage, 
or individual parking spaces or a combination thereof, and shall be located on the 
lot they are intended to serve. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “B” 
  Task Force 

11/13/08 - 2 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 1  (Number of Driveways) 

The number of driveways shall be based on the type of development on the 
property served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given 
street.  The number of driveways on a given street shall be regulated as follows: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 (See note a and b) 
2 (see note b) 
1 (see note b) 

Current 
Code 

a. Houses and gasoline service stations or other establishments where service is 
normally provided to customers without the patron leaving the vehicle may 
have two driveways if separated by a distance equal to the width of the widest 
driveway. 

b. Or as determined by the Department of Traffic Engineering. 
 

The number of driveways shall be based on the typed of development on the 
property served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given 
street as follows: 
a. Houses, attached houses, and duplexes: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 300 feet 
Each additional 150 feet greater 
than 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
2 
2  
1  

b. All other development: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 150 feet greater 
than 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 
2  
1  

Replace 
with 
Proposed 

c. Gasoline service stations or other establishments where service is normally 
provided to customers without leaving the vehicle may have two driveways. 

d. All driveways must be separated by a distance equal to the widest driveway. 
e. Or as determined by the Department of Engineering. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “B” 
  Task Force 

11/13/08 - 3 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 3  (Width of Driveways) 

3. The width of all driveways shall be within the minimum and maximum limits 
specified as follows: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum* Maximum** Minimum* Maximum** 
Houses and 
attached 
houses 

10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of 
large trucks 
(5/day or 25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 
(see note a) 25 feet 60 feet 

* One way traffic        ** Two way traffic 
a. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Current 
Code 

b. Major traffic generators will be considered as indivicual cases and are not 
subject to the above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding 
“T” intersections.  A major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is 
required by this section to provide 400 or more parking spaces. 

 
(a) Houses, attached houses, and duplexes: 
Lot Frontage Driveway Dimensions 

Min             Max 
Curb Cuts 
Min              Max 

Less than 51 feet 10 ft.           18 ft. 20 ft.           30 ft. 
51 ft. – 74 ft. 10 ft.           20 ft. 20 ft.           35 ft. 
75 ft. – 149 ft. 10 ft.           25 ft. 20 ft.           40 ft. 
150 ft. – 300 ft. 10 ft.           25 ft. 20 ft.           40 ft. 
Each additional 150 ft. 
greater than 300 ft. 

10 ft.           25 ft. 20 ft.           40 ft. 

(b) A circular driveway shall be no wider than 18 feet. 
(c) All other development: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 
Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of 
large trucks 
(5/day or 25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 25 feet 60 feet 
d. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Replace 
with 
Proposed 

e. Major traffic generators will be considered as individual cases and are not 
subject to the above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding 
“T” intersections.  A major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is 
required by this section to provide 400 or more parking spaces. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “B” 
  Task Force 

11/13/08 - 4 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 5. a  (Parking is prohibited) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

 
Add a.  In R-1, R-1A, R-1E, R-2, and R-3 districts, parking is prohibited in the front 

yard of houses, attached houses, and duplexes, except on approved driveways 
and parking spaces, except for: 
(1) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled license or placard. 
(2) Temporary loading or unloading. 
(3) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being performed 
on the property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for 
which City of Knoxville permits are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
(4) In the vicinity of University of Tennessee home football games, events at 
Chilhowee Park or other city-approved events. 

 
 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 5. b  (Parking is prohibited) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

 
Add b. Approved parking spaces and driveway(s) in the front yard on any lot 

containing a house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to one of the 
following: 
(1) The driveway leading to a carport or enclosed garage, not to exceed the 
maximum width allowed, except for flares adequate to access the carport or 
garage; or 
(2) On lot frontage of 75 feet or less, a driveway within 10 feet of the side lot line; 
or 
(3) A circular driveway may be constructed on lot frontage greater than 75 feet. 
(4) On lots with no carport or garage: 
     (a) Lot frontage of 75 feet or less, a driveway shall be within 10 feet of the       
side lot line. 
     (b) Lot frontage exceeding 75 feet, no driveway shall be constructed in the 
area between the front wall of the principle structure and the front lot line. 
 

See Drawing A 
 
     (c) A corner lot driveway cannot be built between the front wall of the 
principle structure and front lot line as designated in the building permit. 
(5) In addition to any of the above, a branch type turnaround not to exceed 200 
square feet is permitted on lot frontage greater than 75 feet on any street. 
 

See Drawing B 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “C” 
  City Administration  

11/13/08 - 1 - 

 
Article 2, DEFINITIONS – PARKING SPACE 
Current 
Code 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor vehicle and 
having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways and 
driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to a 
street or alley. 

City 
Proposed 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one (1) motor vehicle 
and having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways 
and driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to 
a street or alley. 

 
 
Article 4, Section 2 (R-1), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2a (R-1A), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2b (R-1E), F. OFF-STREET PARKING; and 
Article 4, Section 2c (R-1EN), G. 2. OFF-STREET PARKING 
Current 
Code 

Except: 
Paved vehicle parking and storage facilities in the front or side street yard on any 
lot containing a house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to not more than 
the greater of the following: (a) 25% of the required front or side street yard area; 
(b) the paced area leading directly to a carport or enclosed garage; or (c) 400 
square feet. 

 
Proposed Delete in its entirely 
 
 
 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 1. a  (Residential off-street parking spaces) 
Current 
Code 

Residential off-street parking space shall consist of a parking lot, driveway, 
garage, or combination thereof and shall be located on the lot they are intended to 
serve. 

 
Replace 
with 
Proposed 

In residential districts, offstreet parking facilities for houses, attached houses, and 
duplexes shall consist of a parking space, driveway, garage, stall, or combinations 
thereof, and for other uses and permitted uses within such districts may include a 
parking lot where required to meet the minimum number of required parking 
spaces for the specific use.  All offstreet parking facilities shall be located on the 
lot they are intended to serve, and there shall be vehicular access from each 
parking space to the public street or alley.  Such offstreet parking facilities shall be 
surfaced with those materials included in the City of Knoxville, Department of 
Engineering, Land Development Manual updated April 2007 and all subsequent 
editions. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “C” 
  City Administration  

11/13/08 - 2 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. i  (Parking within Restricted Parking Areas) 
Current Code This is a new section. 

 
i.  This subsection (A)(2)(i) applies only to residential property within the areas 
depicted on the official Restricted Parking Area Map.  For purposes of this 
subsection, the Restricted Parking Area Map means the official map depicting the 
areas to which this subsection is applicable, adopted by ordinance and on file with 
the Metropolitan Planning Commission. 
(1)  In all residential zoning districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of 
houses, attached houses, and duplexes, except on surfaced vehicle parking 
approved in accordance with subsection (j) herein.  EXCEPTIONS: 
  (a)     Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled licence or placard. 
  (b)    Temporary loading or unloading. 
  (c)   When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being  
performed on the property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the 
period for which City permits are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
  (d)   Parking for isolated, non-recurring gatherings, parties, or visitors.  This 
exception is not intended to provide permanent or semi-permanent parking for 
extra cars. 
(2)  An officer of a neighborhood association may submit an application to the 
Metropolitan Planning Commission requesting that the City Council amend the 
Restricted Parking Area Map to add or remove a neighborhood association area. 
(3)  A neighborhood association must be registered with the Office of 
Neighborhoods. 

Add With 
Opt-In 
Application 

(4)  The Metropolitan Planning Commission shall only accept applications to amend 
the Restricted Parking Area Map during February of each year. 
i.  In residential districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of houses, attached 
houses, and duplexes, except on offstreet parking facilities approved in accordance 
with subsection (j) herein.  EXCEPTIONS: 
  (1) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled license or placard. 
  (2) Temporary loading or unloading. 
  (3) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being  performed 
on the property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for 
which City permits are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
  (4) Parking for isolated, non-recurring gatherings, parties, or visitors.  This 
exception is not intended to provide permanent or semi-permanent parking for 
extra cars. 

Add with 
No Opt-In 
Application 

  (5) Within a one-mile radius of Neyland Stadium during a University of Tennessee 
home football game and within a one-mile radius of Chilhowee Park during a City 
sponsored event. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “C” 
  City Administration  

11/13/08 - 3 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. j  (Limitations on Surfaced Vehicle Parking and Storage 
Facilities) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section. 

 
j. On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex, offstreet parking 
facilities in the front or side street yard shall be a minimum of two hundred and 
fifty (250) square feet per required parking space, but shall not exceed the greater 
of the following: 
(1) Five hundred (500) square feet; 
(2) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 
(3) The surfaced area leading to a carport or enclosed garage, not to exceed the 
maximum width allowed, except for flares adequate to access the carport or 
garage. 
EXCEPTION: On lots with greater than seventy-five (75) feet of lot frontage, 
circular driveways not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in width are permissible. 

Add 

This subsection shall not apply to surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities in 
existence as of [insert the effective date of the ordinance]. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “D” 
  MPC Staff November Recommendation 

11/13/08 - 1 - 

 
Article 2, DEFINITIONS – Parking Space 
Current 
Code 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor vehicle and 
having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways and 
driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to a 
street or alley. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
Modify to 
eliminate 
minimum 
area. 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor vehicle and 
having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways and 
driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to a 
street or alley. 

Notes This minimum area of 200 sq. ft. is in conflict with the minimum standards described at 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 4 

 
 
 
Article 2, DEFINITIONS – Parking, Vehicular 
Current 
Code 

This is a new definition 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
Add PARKING, VEHICULAR – A standing or stored, unattended vehicle. 
Notes This should be added since the proposed amendments regulate the act of parking 
 
 
 
Article 4, Section 2 (R-1), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2a (R-1A), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2b (R-1E), F. OFF-STREET PARKING; and 
Article 4, Section 2c (R-1EN), G. 2. OFF-STREET PARKING 
Current 
Code 

Except: 
Paved vehicle parking and storage facilities in the front or side street yard on any lot 
containing a house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to not more than the greater 
of the following: (a) 25% of the required front or side street yard area; (b) the paced area 
leading directly to a carport or enclosed garage; or (c) 400 square feet. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
Proposed Delete in its entirely 
Notes This will be replaced by Article 5, Section 7.A.1.a 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “D” 
  MPC Staff November Recommendation 

11/13/08 - 2 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 1. a  (Residential off-street parking spaces) 
Current 
Code 

Residential off-street parking space shall consist of a parking lot, driveway, garage, or 
combination thereof and shall be located on the lot they are intended to serve. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
Replace 
with 
Proposed 

a. (i) Required off-street parking facilities for houses, attached houses, accessory dwelling 
units, and duplexes shall be provided within a driveway, parking spaces or stalls (including 
those within a garage or carport), or combinations thereof and shall be located on the lot 
they are intended to serve. 
   (ii) Required off-street parking facilities for multi-dwelling structures and multi-dwelling 
developments shall be provided within a parking lot, parking spaces or stalls (including 
those within a garage or carport), or combinations thereof and shall be located on the lot 
they are intended to serve. 
  (iii) These residential off-street parking facilities shall be located on the lot they are 
intended to serve, shall provide vehicular access from each parking space to the public 
street or alley, and shall be surfaced with those materials included in the City of Knoxville, 
Department of Engineering, Land Development Manual updated April 2007 and all 
subsequent editions. 

 
 
 
 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. i  (Parking within Restricted Parking Areas) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
i. This subsection (A)(2)(i) applies only to residential property within the areas depicted on 
the official Restricted Parking Area Map.  For purposes of this subsection, the Restricted 
Parking Area Map means the official map depicting the areas to which this subsection is 
applicable, adopted by ordinance and on file with the Metropolitan Planning Commission. 
(1)  In all residential zoning districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of houses, 
attached houses, and duplexes, except on surfaced vehicle parking approved in accordance 
with subsection (j) herein.  EXCEPTIONS: 
  (a) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled licence or placard. 
  (b) Temporary loading or unloading. 
  (c) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being  performed on the 
property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for which City permits 
are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
  (d) Parking for isolated, non-recurring gatherings, parties, or visitors.  This exception is 
not intended to provide permanent or semi-permanent parking for extra cars. 
(2)  An officer of a neighborhood association may submit an application to the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission requesting that the City Council amend the Restricted Parking Area 
Map to add or remove a neighborhood association area. 
(3)  A neighborhood association must be registered with the Office of Neighborhoods. 

Add 
and 
Modify 

(4)  The Metropolitan Planning Commission shall only accept applications to amend the 
Restricted Parking Area Map for consideration at its regularly scheduled March 
meeting. 
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Parking in the Front Yard  Option “D” 
  MPC Staff November Recommendation 

11/13/08 - 3 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. j  (Limitations on Surfaced Vehicle Parking and Storage 
Facilities) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
j. (1) On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex that has space and access 
to provide two off-street parking spaces behind the front building line or behind the side 
street yard setback, off-street parking facilities in the front or side street yard shall not 
exceed the greater of the following: 
  (a) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 
  (b) The surfaced area leading to required parking spaces, not to exceed the maximum 
width allowed, except for flares adequate to access the carport or garage. 
(2) On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex that cannot provide two off-
street parking spaces behind the front building line or behind the side street yard setback, 
off-street parking facilities in the front or side street yard shall not exceed the greater of 
the following: 
  (a) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 

  (b) Four hundred (400) square feet. 
(3) This subsection shall not apply to surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities in 
existence as of (insert the effective date of the ordinance). 
(4) For purposes of this subsection the following definitions shall apply:  
  (a) “Front building line” means a line at the front face of the primary building extending 
the full width of a lot parallel to the street which is used to establish the front yard. 

Add 

  (b) “Side street yard” means a side yard adjacent to a street on a corner lot. 
Notes There is a need to split the requirement into (1), referring to houses, attached houses and 

duplexes, and (2) referring to multi-dwelling structures and development. 
There is a need to add definitions that are used in this section. 
City Council objected to the 500 square foot area, but 400 square feet is a minimum 
surfaced parking area to accommodate the required two off-street parking spaces for 
dwellings that do not provide a garage, and cannot provide parking behind the front 
building line. 
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Article 5, Section 7. B. 1  (Number of Driveways) 

The number of driveways shall be based on the type of development on the property 
served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given street.  The number 
of driveways on a given street shall be regulated as follows: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 (See note a and b) 
2 (see note b) 
1 (see note b) 

Current 
Code 

a. Houses and gasoline service stations or other establishments where service is normally 
provided to customers without the patron leaving the vehicle may have two driveways if 
separated by a distance equal to the width of the widest driveway. 

b. Or as determined by the Department of Traffic Engineering. 
MPC Staff Recommendation 

The number of driveways shall be based on the type of development on the property 
served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given street.  The 
number of driveways on a given street shall be regulated as follows: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 (See note a and b) 
2 (see note b) 
1 (see note b) 

Modify 
to add 
duplexes 

c. Houses, duplexes and gasoline service stations or other establishments where service 
is normally provided to customers without the patron leaving the vehicle may have two 
driveways if separated by a distance equal to the width of the widest driveway. 

d. Or as determined by the Department of Traffic Engineering. 
Notes Duplexes should be added to this section of the code and regulated the same as houses 

MPC November 13, 2008 Agenda Item # 6



Parking in the Front Yard  Option “D” 
  MPC Staff November Recommendation 

11/13/08 - 5 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 3  (Width of Driveways) 

3. The width of all driveways shall be within the minimum and maximum limits specified as 
follows: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum* Maximum** Minimum* Maximum** 
Houses and 
attached houses 10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of large 
trucks (5/day or 
25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 
(see note a) 25 feet 60 feet 

* One way traffic        ** Two way traffic 
a. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Current 
Code 

b. Major traffic generators will be considered as individual cases and are not subject to the 
above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding “T” intersections.  A 
major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is required by this section to provide 
400 or more parking spaces. 

MPC Staff Recommendation 
3. The width of all driveways shall be within the minimum and maximum limits specified as 
follows: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum* Maximum** Minimum* Maximum** 
Houses, 
attached 
houses, and 
duplexes 

10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of large 
trucks (5/day or 
25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 
(see note a) 25 feet 60 feet 

* One way traffic        ** Two way traffic 
a. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Modify 
to add 
duplexes 

b. Major traffic generators will be considered as individual cases and are not subject to the 
above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding “T” intersections.  A 
major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is required by this section to provide 
400 or more parking spaces. 

Notes Duplexes should be added to this section of the code and regulated the same as houses 
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Sections of the Zoning Ordinance addressed by proposed amendments 
 
1. Article 2.  Definitions 

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
• Amendments proposed by MPC staff – Options A and D 

 
2. Article 4.  Off-Street parking requirements within the R-1, R-1A, R-1E, and R-1-

EN districts 
• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
• Amendments proposed by City Administration – Option C 
• Amendments proposed by MPC staff – Options A and D 

 
3. Article 5, Section 7.A.1.a.  Residential parking spaces 

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
• Amendments proposed by City Administration – Option C 
• Amendments proposed by MPC staff – Option D 

 
4. Article 5, Section 7.A.2.i.  New Restricted Parking Areas 

• Amendments proposed by City Administration, with Opt-In – Option C 
• Amendments proposed by City Administration, without Opt-In – Option C 

 
5. Artilce 5, Section 7.A.2.j.  New Parking Prohibitions 

• Amendments proposed by City Administration – Option C 
 
6. Article 5, Section 7.B.1.  Number of Driveways 

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
• Amendments proposed by MPC staff – Option C 

 
7. Article 5, Section 7.B.3.  Width of Driveways 

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
• Amendments proposed by MPC staff – Option D 

 
8. Article 5, Section 7.B.5.a.  New Parking Prohibitions 

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
 
9. Article 5, Section 7.B.5.b.  New Parking and Driveway Limitations  

• Amendments proposed by Task Force – Option B 
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Article 2, DEFINITIONS – PARKING SPACE 
Current 
Code 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor vehicle and 
having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways and 
driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to a 
street or alley. 

Task Force 
Proposed 

Parking space, residential – An off-street parking space available for the parking on one (1) 
motor vehicle. 

City 
Proposed 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one (1) motor vehicle 
and having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways 
and driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to 
a street or alley. 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

PARKING SPACE - An off-street space available for the parking of one motor vehicle and 
having an area of not less than two hundred square feet exclusive of passage-ways and 
driveways appurtenant thereto and giving access thereto, and having direct access to a 
street or alley. 

Notes This minimum area of 200 sq. ft. is in conflict with the minimum standards described at 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 4 

 There is no reason to have a “parking space, residential” definition.  The term is not used 
or proposed. 

 
 
 
Article 2, DEFINITIONS – PARKING, VEHICULAR 
Current 
Code 

This is a new definition 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

PARKING, VEHICULAR – A standing or stored, unattended vehicle. 

Notes This should be added since the proposed amendments regulate the act of parking 
 
 
 
Article 4, Section 2 (R-1), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2a (R-1A), G. OFF-STREET PARKING; 
Article 4, Section 2b (R-1E), F. OFF-STREET PARKING; and 
Article 4, Section 2c (R-1EN), G. 2. OFF-STREET PARKING 
Current 
Code 

Except: 
Paved vehicle parking and storage facilities in the front or side street yard on any lot 
containing a house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to not more than the greater 
of the following: (a) 25% of the required front or side street yard area; (b) the paved area 
leading directly to a carport or enclosed garage; or (c) 400 square feet. 

Task Force 
Proposed 

Delete in its entirety 

City 
Proposed 

Delete in its entirety 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

Delete in its entirety, if replaced in Article 5, Section 7 
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Article 5, Section 7. A. 1. a  (Residential off-street parking spaces) 
Current 
Code 

Residential off-street parking space shall consist of a parking lot, driveway, garage, or 
combination thereof and shall be located on the lot they are intended to serve. 

Task Force 
Proposed 

Residential off-street parking spaces shall be provided within a driveway, garage, or 
individual parking spaces or a combination thereof, and shall be located on the lot they are 
intended to serve. 

City 
Proposed 

In residential districts, offstreet parking facilities for houses, attached houses, and duplexes 
shall consist of a parking space, driveway, garage, stall, or combinations thereof, and for 
other uses and permitted uses within such districts may include a parking lot where 
required to meet the minimum number of required parking spaces for the specific use.  All 
offstreet parking facilities shall be located on the lot they are intended to serve, and there 
shall be vehicular access from each parking space to the public street or alley.  Such 
offstreet parking facilities shall be surfaced with those materials included in the City of 
Knoxville, Department of Engineering, Land Development Manual updated April 2007 and 
all subsequent editions. 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

a. (i) Required off-street parking facilities for houses, attached houses, accessory dwelling 
units, and duplexes shall be provided within a driveway, parking spaces or stalls (including 
those within a garage or carport), or combinations thereof and shall be located on the lot 
they are intended to serve. 
   (ii) Required off-street parking facilities for multi-dwelling structures and multi-dwelling 
developments shall be provided within a parking lot, parking spaces or stalls (including 
those within a garage or carport), or combinations thereof and shall be located on the lot 
they are intended to serve. 
  (iii) These residential off-street parking facilities shall be located on the lot they are 
intended to serve, shall provide vehicular access from each parking space to the public 
street or alley, and shall be surfaced with those materials included in the City of Knoxville, 
Department of Engineering, Land Development Manual updated April 2007 and all 
subsequent editions. 

Notes Need to preserve use of term parking lots.  It triggers landscaping and buffering 
requirements for multi-dwelling structures and development. 

 Need to have different sets of terms for houses/attached houses/duplexes as compared to 
multi-dwelling structures and development. 
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Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. i  (Parking within Restricted Parking Areas) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

Task Force 
Proposal 

No new language proposed here 

i. This subsection (A)(2)(i) applies only to residential property within the areas depicted on 
the official Restricted Parking Area Map.  For purposes of this subsection, the Restricted 
Parking Area Map means the official map depicting the areas to which this subsection is 
applicable, adopted by ordinance and on file with the Metropolitan Planning Commission. 
(1)  In residential districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of houses, attached 
houses, and duplexes, except on offstreet parking facilities approved in accordance with 
subsection (j) herein.  EXCEPTIONS: 
  (a) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled license or placard. 
  (b) Temporary loading or unloading. 
  (c) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being  performed on the 
property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for which City permits 
are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
  (d) Parking for isolated, non-recurring gatherings, parties, or visitors.  This exception is 
not intended to provide permanent or semi-permanent parking for extra cars. 
(2)  An officer of a neighborhood association may submit an application to the Metropolitan 
Planning Commission requesting that the City Council amend the Restricted Parking Area 
Map to add or remove a neighborhood association area. 
(3)  A neighborhood association must be registered with the Office of Neighborhoods. 

City 
Proposed 
With Opt-In 
Application 

(4)  The Metropolitan Planning Commission shall only accept applications to amend the 
Restricted Parking Area Map during February of each year. 
i.  In residential districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of houses, attached houses, 
and duplexes, except on offstreet parking facilities approved in accordance with subsection 
(j) herein.  EXCEPTIONS: 
  (1) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled license or placard. 
  (2) Temporary loading or unloading. 
  (3) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being  performed on the 
property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for which City permits 
are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
  (4) Parking for isolated, non-recurring gatherings, parties, or visitors.  This exception is 
not intended to provide permanent or semi-permanent parking for extra cars. 

City 
Proposed 
No Opt-In 

  (5) Within a one-mile radius of Neyland Stadium during a University of Tennessee home 
football game and within a one-mile radius of Chilhowee Park during a City sponsored 
event. 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

Same as City proposed with Opt-In Application, except for: 
(4)  The Metropolitan Planning Commission shall only accept applications to amend the 
Restricted Parking Area Map during February of each year for consideration at its 
regularly scheduled March meeting. 

Notes MPC has specific deadlines to place an item on its agenda.  “During the month of February” 
would have the effect of placing an item on the April Agenda.  The proposed language is 
more specific. 

 
 

MPC November 13, 2008 Agenda Item # 6



Parking in the Front Yard  SUMMARY 

11/13/08 - 5 - 

 
Article 5, Section 7. A. 2. j  (Limitations on Surfaced Vehicle Parking and Storage 
Facilities) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

Task Force 
Proposal 

No new language proposed here 

j. On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex, offstreet parking facilities in 
the front or side street yard shall be a minimum of two hundred and fifty (250) square feet 
per required parking space, but shall not exceed the greater of the following: 
(1) Five hundred (500) square feet; 
(2) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 
(3) The surfaced area leading to a carport or enclosed garage, not to exceed the maximum 
width allowed, except for flares adequate to access the carport or garage. 
EXCEPTION: On lots with greater than seventy-five (75) feet of lot frontage, circular 
driveways not exceeding eighteen (18) feet in width are permissible. 

City 
Proposed 

This subsection shall not apply to surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities in 
existence as of [insert the effective date of the ordinance]. 
j. (1) On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex that has space and access 
to provide two off-street parking spaces behind the front building line or behind the side 
street yard setback, surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities shall not be located in 
the front or side street yard; and driveways shall not exceed the greater of the following: 
(a) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 
(b) The surfaced area leading to a carport or enclosed garage. 
(2) On any lot containing a house, attached house, or duplex that cannot provide two off-
street parking spaces behind the front building line or behind the side street yard setback, 
surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities and driveways in the front or side street yard 
on any lot shall not exceed the greater of the following: 
(a) Twenty-five (25) percent of the front or side street yard area; or 
(b) Four hundred (400) square feet. 
(3) This subsection shall not apply to surfaced vehicle parking and storage facilities in 
existence as of (insert the effective date of the ordinance). 
(4) For purposes of this subsection the following definitions shall apply:  
(a) “Front building line” means a line at the front face of the primary building extending the 
full width of a lot parallel to the street which is used to establish the front yard. 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

(b) “Side street yard” means a side yard adjacent to a street on a corner lot. 
Notes Those houses, attached houses and duplexes that can provide off-street parking behind the 

building line should do so.  Those that can’t should be allowed to provide two off-street 
parking spaces within the front yard. 
(i) is provided to accommodate courtyards or circle drives on larger lots.  (ii) is provided to 
accommodate an additional parking space for a single car garage or access to both stalls of 
a two car garage.  (iii) is provided to accommodate two off-street spaces when a garage in 
not available and access to the side and rear are not an option. 
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Article 5, Section 7. B. 1  (Number of Driveways) 

The number of driveways shall be based on the type of development on the property 
served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given street.  The number 
of driveways on a given street shall be regulated as follows: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 (See note a and b) 
2 (see note b) 
1 (see note b) 

Current 
Code 

a. Houses and gasoline service stations or other establishments where service is normally 
provided to customers without the patron leaving the vehicle may have two driveways if 
separated by a distance equal to the width of the widest driveway. 

b. Or as determined by the Department of Traffic Engineering. 
The number of driveways shall be based on the typed of development on the property 
served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given street as follows: 
a. Houses, attached houses, and duplexes: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 300 feet 
Each additional 150 feet greater than 
300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
2 
2 
1 

b. All other development: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 150 feet greater than 
300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 
2 
1 

Task Force 
Proposed 

c. Gasoline service stations or other establishments where service is normally provided to 
customers without leaving the vehicle may have two driveways. 

d. All driveways must be separated by a distance equal to the widest driveway. 
e. Or as determined by the Department of Engineering. 

City 
Proposal 

No change proposed here 

The number of driveways shall be based on the type of development on the property 
served and the amount of frontage which that property has on a given street.  The number 
of driveways on a given street shall be regulated as follows: 
LOT FRONTAGE 
Less than 75 feet 
75 feet – 149 feet 
150 feet – 299 feet 
Each additional 300 feet 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF DRIVEWAYS 
1 
1 (See note a and b) 
2 (see note b) 
1 (see note b) 

MPC staff 
Proposal 

f. Houses, duplexes and gasoline service stations or other establishments where service 
is normally provided to customers without the patron leaving the vehicle may have two 
driveways if separated by a distance equal to the width of the widest driveway. 

g. Or as determined by the Department of Traffic Engineering. 
Notes Duplexes should be added to this section of the code and regulated the same as houses 
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Article 5, Section 7. B. 3  (Width of Driveways) 

3. The width of all driveways shall be within the minimum and maximum limits specified as 
follows: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum* Maximum** Minimum* Maximum** 
Houses and 
attached houses 10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of large 
trucks (5/day or 
25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 
(see note a) 25 feet 60 feet 

* One way traffic        ** Two way traffic 
a. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Current 
Code 

b. Major traffic generators will be considered as indivicual cases and are not subject to the 
above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding “T” intersections.  A 
major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is required by this section to provide 
400 or more parking spaces. 
(a) Houses, attached houses, and duplexes: 
Lot Frontage Min             Max Min              Max 

Driveway Dimensions Curb Cuts  
Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Less than 51 feet 10 feet 18 feet 20 feet 30 feet 
51 ft. – 74 ft. 10 feet 20 feet 20 feet 35 feet 
75 ft. – 149 ft. 10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 
150 ft. – 300 ft. 10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 
Each additional 150 ft. 
greater than 300 ft. 

10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

(b) A circular driveway shall be no wider than 18 feet. 
(c) All other development: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 
Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of large 
trucks (5/day or 
25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 25 feet 60 feet 
d. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

Task Force 
Proposed 

e. Major traffic generators will be considered as individual cases and are not subject to the 
above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding “T” intersections.  A 
major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is required by this section to provide 
400 or more parking spaces. 

City 
Proposed 

No change is proposed here 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

Continued on next page. 
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Article 5, Section 7. B. 3  (Width of Driveways) [Continued] 

3. The width of all driveways shall be within the minimum and maximum limits specified as 
follows: 
 Driveway Length of Curb Cut 
Land Use Minimum* Maximum** Minimum* Maximum** 
Houses, 
attached 
houses, and 
duplexes 

10 feet 25 feet 20 feet 40 feet 

Uses serving a 
substantial 
number of large 
trucks (5/day or 
25/week) 

20 feet 40 feet 60 feet 90 feet 

All Other 20 feet 30 feet 
(see note a) 25 feet 60 feet 

* One way traffic        ** Two way traffic 
a. Gasoline service stations may have driveways up to 40 feet wide. 

MPC staff 
Proposed 

b. Major traffic generators will be considered as individual cases and are not subject to the 
above table or to the location restrictions set forth herein regarding “T” intersections.  A 
major traffic generator is defined as any facility which is required by this section to provide 
400 or more parking spaces. 

Notes Duplexes should be added to this section of the code and regulated the same as houses 
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Article 5, Section 7. B. 5. a  (Parking is prohibited) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

Task Force 
Proposed 

a.  In R-1, R-1A, R-1E, R-2, and R-3 districts, parking is prohibited in the front yard of 
houses, attached houses, and duplexes, except on approved driveways and parking 
spaces, except for: 
(1) Vehicles with a current and properly displayed disabled license or placard. 
(2) Temporary loading or unloading. 
(3) When construction, remodeling, maintenance, or repairs are being performed on the 
property, temporary front yard parking shall not exceed the period for which City of 
Knoxville permits are valid or as necessary to complete the work. 
(4) In the vicinity of University of Tennessee home football games, events at Chilhowee 
Park or other city-approved events. 

City 
Proposed 

This concept is addressed at Article 5, Section 7, A. 2. i. 

MPC 
Proposed 

This concept is addressed at Article 5, Section 7, A. 2. I, as modified. 

 
Article 5, Section 7. B. 5. b  (Parking and driveway limitations) 
Current 
Code 

This is a new section 

Task Force 
Proposed 

b. Approved parking spaces and driveway(s) in the front yard on any lot containing a 
house, duplex or attached house shall be limited to one of the following: 
(1) The driveway leading to a carport or enclosed garage, not to exceed the maximum 
width allowed, except for flares adequate to access the carport or garage; or 
(2) On lot frontage of 75 feet or less, a driveway within 10 feet of the side lot line; or 
(3) A circular driveway may be constructed on lot frontage greater than 75 feet. 
(4) On lots with no carport or garage: 
     (a) Lot frontage of 75 feet or less, a driveway shall be within 10 feet of the side lot 

line. 
     (b) Lot frontage exceeding 75 feet, no driveway shall be constructed in the area 

between the front wall of the principle structure and the front lot line. 
 

See Drawing A 
 
     (c) A corner lot driveway cannot be built between the front wall of the principle 

structure and front lot line as designated in the building permit. 
(5) In addition to any of the above, a branch type turnaround not to exceed 200 square 
feet is permitted on lot frontage greater than 75 feet on any street. 
 

See Drawing B 
 

City 
Proposed 

This concept is addressed at Article 5, Section 7, A. 2. j. 

MPC 
Proposed 

This concept is addressed at Article 5, Section 7, A. 2. j, as modified. 
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MPC staff received from Charles Swanson, on behalf of City Council, a letter dated 
November 3, 2008, with the following sets of questions: 
 
 
1. On Page 1 of 5 (of the task force proposal), would the substitute language contained in the first 
paragraph of the October 27, 2008, (amendment) be preferable?  Additionally, would it make sense to 
change the last sentence of that paragraph to “There shall be vehicular access to an approved driveway 
which leads to a public street or alley.”? 
 
a. This subsection of the ordinance applies to all residential off-street parking.  It is necessary to keep a 
reference to parking lots in this section because it triggers landscaping, buffering and other design 
requirements regarding the provision of off-street parking for multi-dwelling structures and 
developments.  The MPC staff recommendation includes a split of the requirement into two parts: (a) to 
apply only to houses, attached houses and duplexes, and (b) to apply to multi-dwelling structures and 
developments.  The reference to parking lot appears only in (b).  The language proposed by the task 
force in its October 27 amendment is not preferable. 
 
b. It is possible and permissible to provide up to two of the required off-street parking spaces for a house 
or attached house connecting directly to the street or alley – without the need for a driveway.  A 
driveway connecting parking spaces to a street or alley should not be required. 
 
2. On Page 2 of 5, does Subsection (e) provide excessive discretion to the City Department of 
Engineering and insufficient guidance to those who attempt to comply with the ordinance?  In sum, is 
this subsection unreasonably or impermissibly vague? 
 
a. The subsection deals with the number of driveways allowed on a lot.  It allows the Department 
discretion in driveway approval.  The requirements establish guidance to the Department.  With 
discretion there is flexibility to accommodate what may be unique situations on a case-by-case basis.  As 
a result, there are likely fewer variance requests resulting from the number of driveways. 
 
b. The subsection provides an alternative to the process of obtaining a variance from BZA for what some 
may consider a minor design consideration.  The requirements provide guidance in using that discretion.  
However, if there is concern that the number of department approved driveways that do not meet the 
standards is an issue, a request for a variance would provide a public record of such requests and require 
that such a request be tested against the criteria for granting a variance. 
 
3. On Page 4 of 5, with respect to the exceptions to the prohibition on front yard parking, should 
Subsection (4) provide for a specific distance from the University of Tennessee, the Convention Center 
and/or Chilhowee Park?  If so, what would a reasonable distance be for this exception? 
 
a. Some area of influence should be specified. 
 
b. One way to determine a reasonable distance would be to establish a data base of occurrences or a 
data base of complaints regarding parking in the front yard and use that data to establish an area of 
influence. 
 
4. On Page 4 of 5, is the provision set forth in Subsection (b)(ii) a reasonable and workable 
provision?  Apparently City officials have expressed some concern about this wording. 
 
On lots less than 75 feet in width, requiring “a driveway within 10 feet of the side lot line” raises issues 
with regard to equity, vagueness and flexibility.   
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a. Equity.  Why treat a driveway location for a 70 foot lot differently than an 80 foot lot or a 150 foot lot?  
It is possible to design a house on a 70 foot lot with a garage opening that is not within 10 feet of the 
side lot line. 
b. Vagueness.  Does it mean one edge of the driveway must be within 10 feet of the side lot line for its 
entire length?  Or just for some part of its length?  Or just at one point in its length?  At what point does 
the 10 foot requirement stop or start? 
c. Flexibility.  Many of the undeveloped lots in the city have severe slope issues.  Topography often 
dictates that a driveway traverse across a slope (often diagonally across a yard) to minimize the 
steepness of the driveway.  Many lots have significant trees, often near the side lot lines.  These trees 
could have to be sacrificed in order to meet this requirement, whereas a flexible alignment could save 
trees.  
Dictating the location of driveways on lots that are less than 75 feet in width doesn’t reduce the amount 
of driveway paving or parking on driveways, and places constraints on design that is sensitive to the 
environment. 
 
5. At the bottom of Page 4 of 5, is the sketch something which will work, does it conflict with the 
sketch on Page 5 of 5, and are concerns expressed by City officials that a portion or almost all of a 
driveway may need to be located within the cross-hatched area valid concerns? 
 
The sketch is associated with a prohibition of driveways in front of a house without a garage or carport if 
the lot is greater than 75 feet in width.  This raises issues as to equity and flexibility. 
a. Equity.  Why treat the driveway location for a house with a garage or carport differently than a house 
without a garage or carport.  Houses must provide two off-street parking places.  There is no 
requirement for a garage or carport.  Driveways provide access to required parking spaces regardless of 
whether they are in a garage or carport or not in a garage or carport.  In addition, this regulation would 
allow a circular driveway [at (b)(iii)] in the front yard of a house that has a garage or carport (even if the 
garage or carport were in the rear yard or accessed from the side of rear of the house), but would not 
allow any driveway in front of a house if there is no garage or carport. 
b. Flexibility.  Many of the undeveloped lots in the city have severe slope issues.  Topography often 
dictates that a driveway traverse across a slope to minimize the steepness of the driveway.  Many lots 
have significant trees, often near the side lot lines.  These trees could have to be sacrificed in order to 
meet this requirement, whereas a flexible alignment could save trees. 
Dictating the location of driveways for houses without garages or carports doesn’t reduce the amount of 
driveway paving or parking on driveways and places constraints on design that is sensitive to the 
environment. 
 
6. On Page 5 of 5, will the sketch as noted work, does it conflict with the wording which precedes it, 
and is it inconsistent with the sketch located on Page 4 of 5? 
 
The purpose of the sketch is to show a “branch type turnaround”.  A sketch works to show what a 
turnaround would look like and helps regulators during plan review.  The sketch does not conflict with the 
provision that allows a branch type turnaround.  The sketch as shown does conflict with the sketch on 
page 4 because it encroaches into the yard in front of a house that may not have a garage or carport.  
An exception to (b)(iv)(2) could address the conflict. 
 
7. What would be the position or recommendation of MPC as to the nonconforming issues as raised 
in the last few paragraphs of the October 27 document? 
 
The provision offered by the City Administration at Article 5, Section 7 A.1 (j) addresses this issue: 
“This subsection shall not apply to approved off-street parking facilities in existence as of [insert effective 
date of ordinance].” 
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