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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Metropolitan Planning Commission 
 

FROM:  Mark Donaldson, Executive Director 
 

DATE:  December 3, 2010 
 

SUBJECT: Amendments to the City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 7, 
Minimum Off-Street Parking, Access and Driveway Requirements, regarding parking 
and driveways in the front yard, the provision of accessible parking spaces and 
driveway and curb cut dimensions 

 12-E-10-OA 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUEST 
MPC has been requested by the City of Knoxville administration to consider making a 
recommendation on amendments to Article V, Section 7 (Minimum Off-Street Parking, Access and 
Driveway Requirements) of the City of Knoxville zoning ordinance regarding parking and driveways 
in the front yard, the provision of accessible parking spaces and driveway and curb cut dimensions. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In December, 2008, City Council approved Ordinance O-243-08, regarding amendments to the 
zoning ordinance related to parking in the front yard.  This request amends some of the provisions 
and changes other regulations not related to parking in the front yard.  See Exhibit A. 
 
ANALYSIS 
These amendments make minor changes to the parking and driveway provisions of the City of 
Knoxville zoning ordinance.  In general, they clarify previously adopted requirements. 
 
At Article V, Section 7, (A)(2), Location and setbacks, the following amendments are proposed: 

• At A(2)(i)(1): “Vehicles” is changed to “Two vehicles”; 
• At A(2)(j): the term “one (1) of” is stricken; 
• At A(2)(j)(i): (3) is added; 
• At A(2)(j)(ii): (4) is added; 
• At A(2)(j)(iii): the term “lot frontage greater than seventy-five (75) feet on any street” is 

changed to “any lot where City Engineering standards can be met; and 
• At A(2)(j): (iv) is added. 

 
At Article V, Section 7, (A)(3), Number of parking spaces required, the following amendment is 
proposed: 



• At (A)(3)(d): the table showing the required number of accessible parking spaces is 
amended to reduce the number of required spaces in larger parking lots.  

 
At Article V, Section 7, (A)(4)(d), Multilevel parking facilities, the following amendment is 
proposed: 

• At (A)(4)(d)(5)(a): the term “meeting the requirements of Knoxville City Code [1962 Code] 
section 28-62.1” is stricken. 

 
At Article V, Section 7, (B)(1), Access and driveway requirements, the following amendment is 
proposed: 

• At (B)(1): the term “joint permanent easement or access easement: is added. 
 
At Article V, Section 7, (B)(3)(a), Width of driveways for houses, attached houses and duplexes, 
the following amendment is proposed: 

• At (B)(3)(a): the table is changed to correct errors made by Muni-code in codifying 
previous ordinance amendment, O-243-08. 

  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the planning commission recommend approval of the proposed 
amendments to the City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance as shown in Exhibit A. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT 

• Exhibit A - Memo and proposed amendments from City Law Department 
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