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 MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Metropolitan Planning Commission 
 

FROM:  Mark Donaldson, Executive Director 
 

DATE:  October 14, 2010 
 

SUBJECT: Amendments to the City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance at Article II (Definitions), 
Article IV, Sections 2.1.1 (R-1 zone district) and 2.14 (R-1E zone district) and Article 
V, Section 4 (Accessory Uses, Buildings and Structures), to accommodate the 
keeping of domesticated chickens on a noncommercial basis in these districts 
according to the provision of City of Knoxville Ordinance O-116-2010. 

 10-A-10-OA 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUEST 
MPC has been requested by City Council to consider making a recommendation on amendments to 
the City of Knoxville zoning ordinance to accommodate the ordinance recently adopted by Council, 
Ordinance O-116-2010, authorizing residents to keep limited numbers of domesticated chickens on 
a noncommercial basis. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The recently adopted ordinance, O-116-2010, authorizes residents who own their property or 
demonstrate permission of the property owner to apply for a permit to keep domesticated chickens 
in accordance with the requirements of Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the Code of the City of 
Knoxville [see section 5.107 (b)(1)].  The provisions of the code apply to all residential lots 
regardless of how many dwelling units are on the lot, including multifamily residential complexes 
without individually owned back yards [see section 5.107 (d)(1)]. 
 
The current City of Knoxville zoning ordinance prohibits the raising of poultry in most of its 
residential zone districts, specifically stated in the R-1 and R-1E zone districts, and by references to 
R-1 permitted uses in the R-1A, R-2, R-3, O-1 and O-2 districts. 
 
The current City of Knoxville zoning ordinance also has a specific list at Article V, Section 4, of 
permitted accessory uses, buildings and structures for each type of residential dwelling. 
 
There are also many residences throughout the City that are not located within residential zone 
districts.  Most common are the many neighborhoods that were rezoned in the past to industrial 
zone districts.  Residences in these areas would have legal nonconforming status as dwellings. 
 
 



 
 
ANALYSIS 
To accommodate the recently adopted ordinance authorizing residents of Knoxville to keep 
domesticated chickens, three types of amendments are necessary: 
 

• A definition of domesticated chickens must be added; 
• The prohibition against raising of poultry in residential zones must be modified; and 
• The buildings and structures allowed for the keeping of domesticated chickens must be 

added to the specific list of accessory uses, buildings and structures for the residential 
types listed in the zoning ordinance: houses, attached houses, duplexes and multi-dwelling 
structures or developments.  

 
The proposed amendment to Article II (Definitions) adds a definition for domesticated chickens. 
 
The proposed amendments to Article IV, Sections 2.1.1 (R-1) and 2.1.4 (R-1E) modify the 
prohibition against raising poultry in these residential zone districts (and the other zone districts 
that make reference to the permitted uses of the R-1 zone district) by making an exception from 
the prohibition for the keeping of domesticated chickens subject to the provisions of Chapter V, 
Section 5.107 of the Code of the City of Knoxville. 
 
The proposed amendments to Article V, Section 4, add fenced enclosures and henhouses for the 
keeping of domesticated chickens to the list of permitted accessory uses, buildings and structures 
for each of the residential types listed in the zoning ordinance.  This provision will allow residents 
with legal, nonconforming dwellings in zone districts other than residential to also keep chickens in 
accordance with Section 5.107. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the planning commission recommend approval of the proposed 
amendments to the City of Knoxville Zoning Ordinance at Article II; Article IV, Sections 2.1.1 and 
2.1.4; and Article V, Section 4, as proposed in Exhibit A. 
 
EXHIBITS 

• Exhibit A - Proposed amendments 
• Exhibit B – Ordinance O-116-2010 
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EXHIBIT A 
Domesticated Chickens 

Proposed CoK Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
10/14/10 

10/7/2010 

Bold text is proposed 
 
Article II (Definitions): 
 
CHICKENS, DOMESTICATED – Those chickens that qualify for keeping in accordance with 
Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the Code of the City of Knoxville. 
 
 
Article V, Section 4 
 
B. Permitted Accessory Structures. 
 

1. For houses, attached houses and duplexes: 
 

************ 
 

k. Fenced enclosures and henhouses for the keeping of domesticated chickens, 
subject to the provisions of Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the Code of the City of 
Knoxville. 

 
2. For multi-dwelling structures or developments: 

 
************ 

 
d. Fenced enclosures and henhouses for the keeping of domesticated chickens, 

subject to the provisions of Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the Code of the City of 
Knoxville. 

 
 
Article IV, Section 2.1.1 R-1 Low Density Residential District 
 
B. Permitted Principal and Accessory Uses and Structures 
 
 ************ 
 

6.  Agricultural crops, but not the raising of farm animals or poultry other than the keeping of 
domesticated chickens subject to the provisions of Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the 
Code of the City of Knoxville. 

 
 
Article IV, Section 2.1.3 R-1E Low Density Exclusive Residential District 
 
B. Permitted Principal and Accessory Uses and Structures 
 
 ************ 
 

6.  Agricultural crops, but not the raising of farm animals or poultry other than the keeping of 
domesticated chickens subject to the provisions of Chapter V, Section 5.107 of the 
Code of the City of Knoxville. 

 
 

MPC October 14, 2010 Agenda Item # 5



MPC October 14, 2010 Agenda Item # 5

EXHIBIT B
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