
STREET/ROAD NAME CHANGE

APPLICANT: BECK CULTURAL EXCHANGE CENTER, INC. 

TAX ID NUMBER: 82 O P 035

ZONING: R-1 (Low Density Residential)

APPLICANT'S REASON
To honor Dewey Roberts, Sr. for his contributions t o the 
community as head of the local chapter of the NAACP .

FOR CHANGE:

JURISDICTION: City Council District 6

CHANGE REQUESTED FROM: Keller St
(present street name)

TO: 'Dewey Roberts Sr St'
(proposed street name)

SECTOR PLAN: Central City

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Inclusion of three words, as well as an abbreviation, in a street name do not meet requirements of the Uniform 
Street Naming and Addressing System Ordinance.  N and S Dewey Roberts St., as recommended, meets all 
requirements.  The N and S sections will be divided by the directional street McCalla Ave., consistent with the 
current division on Keller St.

COMMENTS:

The applicant requested the street name change to  'Dewey Roberts Sr Street'.  On September 6, 2012, 
Knoxville's Public Property Naming Committee approved the name 'Dewey Roberts Sr Street', subject to 
approval of this request by MPC.  Inclusion of an abbreviation in a street name does not meet the requirements 
of the "Addressing Guidelines and Procedures" section of MPC's Administrative Rules and Procedures.  
Section 6 - 'Road Name Specifications' of that document is attached.  Part 2(g) states that "abbreviations of 
words or of personal names, such as initials, are prohibited as part of the base name."  Having three words in 
the base name also does not meet the Addressing Guidelines and Procedures.  Section 6, part 2(b) states that 
"The base name shall not exceed two words."  Owners of property fronting along the section of street 
proposed to be renamed have been mailed a letter from MPC, attached and dated September 20, 2012, 
explaining the proposal and the MPC meeting time.  One negative response was received from staff prior to 
the October 1, 2012 deadline from a property owner whose address will change if the request is approved.  As 
of the date and time of this report, no other correspondence, postive or negative, has been received by staff.  
There are at least 5 property owners whose addresses will change as a result of this proposed street name 
change.  There may be further opposition to this request.

FILE #: 10-A-12-SNC

LOCATION: Between Linden Avenue and Martin Luther Ki ng Jr Avenue

RECOMMEND that City Council APPROVE the street name  'N and S Dewey Roberts Street.'  (Applicant 
requested 'Dewey Roberts Sr St.'.)

GROWTH POLICY PLAN: Urban Growth Area (Inside City Limits)

If approved, this item will be forwarded to Knoxville City Council for action on 11/13/2012 and 11/27/2012.  If 
denied, MPC's action is final, unless the action to deny is appealed to Knoxville City Council.  The date of the 
appeal hearing will depend on when the appeal application is filed.  Appellants have 15 days to appeal an MPC 
decision in the City.
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September 20, 2012 
 
Tommy E. & Marian E. Winton 
1940 Linden Ave. 
Knoxville, TN  37917 
 
You are receiving this letter because our records indicate that you own property having 
frontage on N or S Keller St. in East Knoxville. 
 
On September 6, 2012 the Public Property Naming Committee (PPNC) recommended 
renaming the existing N and S Keller Street to Dewey Roberts Sr. Street.  This street runs 
between Linden Avenue and Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue in east Knoxville. 
 
As part of the process to rename a street in Knox County, an application has been 
submitted by Beck Cultural Exchange Center, Inc. to the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission (MPC) to consider the proposed street name change.  The street name 
change application (10-A-12-SNC) is attached and is scheduled to be heard by MPC on 
October 11, 2012 at 1:30pm in the City-County Building’s Large Assembly Room at 400 
Main St., Knoxville.   You may appear at the MPC meeting to voice your opinion on this 
matter.  Please be advised that if your property has a Keller St. address that your address 
will change if this street is renamed. 
 
Enclosed is a Street Name Change form that will be submitted to MPC for their 
consideration.  We ask that you review the form, then on the back of the form, indicate 
whether you agree or disagree with the proposed street name change.  If staff 
receives expressions of concern or objection, we will schedule a meeting for discussion 
and request that the applicant meet with anyone concerned. 
  
Please return the enclosed Street Name Change form by Monday, October 1, 2012 
to register your opinion about the street name change.  Failure to reply to our office 
by October 1, 2012 will be considered as “no objection” by you. 
 
The form can be mailed to the MPC Development Services Division, faxed to 215-2268, 
or emailed to mike.brusseau@knoxmpc.org.  If you have any questions, please call Mike 
Brusseau at 215-2500. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael A. Brusseau, Senior Planner  
MPC Development Services 
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