
CITY OF KNOXVILLE CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

APPLICANT: UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE 

TAX ID NUMBER: 108 C F 006

ZONING: O-2 (Civic and Institutional)

APPLICANT'S REASON The University already maintains and owns a portion of Melrose Place 

and this application completes the transition of the street within the 

core of the campus.  This street is along a residential area of campus 

and is heavily utilized by pedestrians.  The street shall remain open for 

vehicular use.  The University plans to initiate improvements along the 

street.

FOR CLOSURE:

SECTOR PLAN:

JURISDICTION: Council District 1

Central City

(1) IN USE?: Yes

(2) IMPROVED (paved)?: Yes

RIGHT-OF-WAY TO BE

CLOSED:

Melrose Place

IS

DEPARTMENT-UTILITY No objections from any departments or utilities have been received by staff 
as of the date of this report.REPORTS:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

1.  The 3 conditions included in the attached letter from City of Knoxville Engineering (dated July 28, 2015) 
must be addressed to the satisfaction of that department.

With the above condition included, staff has received no objections from reviewing departments or utilities to 
this closure.

COMMENTS:

Once closed, the right-of-way will be consolidated with the surrounding parcels.  The applicant (UT) owns all of 
the adjacent property.  With, the recommended condition, the City of Knoxville Engineering Department does 
not object to this closure, but noted some considerations for the future in the attached letter, dated July 28, 
2015.

The result of UT's proposed closures of this and five other streets/alleys within the campus will be that the 
University will take over ownership and maintenance of the streets from the City of Knoxville.  It does not 

STREET:

FILE #: 8-E-15-SC

LOCATION: Between Lake Avenue and Melrose Avenue

RECOMMEND that City Council APPROVE the closure of a portion of Melrose Place, as requested, 

subject to any required easements and subject to the following condition:

GROWTH POLICY PLAN: Urban Growth Area (Inside City Limits)

KNOXVILLE/KNOX COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION

AGENDA DATE: 8/13/2015

AGENDA ITEM #: 14

WATERSHED: Third Creek and Tennesee River

View map on KGIS
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http://www.kgis.org/maps/mpccases.html?run=SearchCases&casenumber=8-E-15-SC


necessarily mean that the streets would be closed to traffic or that the street names would be changed, but 
those decisions would become the responsibility of UT.

If approved, this item will be forwarded to Knoxville City Council for action on 9/15/2015 and 9/29/2015.  If 
denied, MPC's action is final, unless the action to deny is appealed to Knoxville City Council.  The date of the 
appeal hearing will depend on when the appeal application is filed.  Appellants have 15 days to appeal an MPC 
decision in the City.
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Original Print Date: Revised:
Metropolitan Planning Commission * City / County Building * Knoxville, TN  37902

7/24/2015             

Petitioner:

Map No:
Jurisdiction:

±0 250

Feet

108
City

Name of Street or Alley:
To be closed from:

University of Tennessee

Melrose Place 
Lake Avenue

To be closed to: Melrose Avenue
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