


























































            July 7, 2015 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
 
 
We, the ruling elders of West Emory Presbyterian Church, are opposed to commercial development of the 
Shoreline Church property adjacent to our church. 
 
West Emory has a long history in this area. It was founded in 1823 and was located a mile west on Westland. It 
moved to the current location in 1870. The current building is the third on this site. Founded as a Cumberland 
Presbyterian church, West Emory joined the Presbyterian Church U.S.A in 1906. 
 
West Emory is a small, family friendly church. Even though we are small, we are known for our community 
outreach and mission. Most of the community knows West Emory as the "Pumpkin Church" because of our 
annual pumpkin patch and the "Burma  Shave"-style signs we use to let folks know the pumpkins are coming. 
Local residents look forward to the patch each year, with many families returning each year to take photos of 
their children as they grow up. 
 
West Emory, in turn, keeps no proceeds and instead uses the proceeds to fund multiple local charities. Our 
largest mission is Living Waters for the World's Appalachian Network. This worthy effort of the Presbytery of 
East Tennessee, Synod of the Living Waters, which covers most of east Tennessee, is to provide safe, clean 
water to families who do not have safe water. The Appalachian Network installs clean water systems for 
families in east Tennessee and southeast Kentucky. Even in 2015, there are families living less than an hour 
away from Knoxville who do not have safe drinking water. These families have wells, which are unsafe for 
drinking from microbes and/or excessive contaminants. A typical whole home solution costs several thousands 
of dollars for materials depending on the condition of the water source. Our members provide the labor. Our 
goal has been to install one system per year and continue to support previous systems with periodic 
maintenance. 
 
In addition to Living Waters for the World, we support Knoxville Area Rescue Ministries who feed and house 
the homeless, Family Promise who provides temporary housing for homeless families with small children, 
Second Harvest who helps feed those who do not have enough food, the Wounded Warrior Project which 
provides assistance to our disabled veterans, and many more. We are very blessed for the support of the local 
community and we strive to make an impact. 
 
Our graveyard lies along the property line adjacent to the Shoreline property. The earliest graves are from the 
1820s and provide a glimpse into the hard life in this area at that time with many graves with children and 
babies. Multiple generations are interred and many local families still come visit their relatives. It is an active 
graveyard and we typically see a few interments each year. 
 
During the week, our doors are open for our community's children. The West Emory Child Enrichment Center 
provides an educational and fun place to learn and grow. The Center has around 70 students. In order to 
encourage active play, we have a large playground adjacent to the graveyard and the property line next to 
Shoreline church. Our soccer field is next to Emory Church Road. We are concerned that commercial 
development will increase road and foot traffic near the playgrounds. 
 
Because we are a small congregation, the church relies on occupancy support from the Center to help cover 
extra church expenses. We are very concerned that parents may be uncomfortable with commercial 
development so close to the Center and look elsewhere. Without the financial support of the Child Enrichment 
Center, it could be difficult for the church to survive. 
 



We strongly urge each of you to vote against the amendment and the rezoning that would allow commercial 
development on the Shoreline property. 
 
With warmest regards, 
 
Belinda McCall, Clerk of Session 
Dwyn Mounger, Moderator of the Session 
 
The Ruling Elders of West Emory Presbyterian Church 
 
Dave Morrison Jon Michel Kay Devore 
Jenny Porras  Seth Fischer Jeff Patton 
Matthew Whitehead Raph Hix Linda Whitehead 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Belinda McCall 
Clerk of Session 
West Emory Presbyterian Church 
 
www.westemorypresbyterianchurch.org 
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