
CITY OF KNOXVILLE CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

APPLICANT: WILSON RITCHIE 

TAX ID NUMBER: 72 B A 023

ZONING: C-4 (Highway and Arterial Commercial)

APPLICANT'S REASON Own both sides of road and would like to connect properties

FOR CLOSURE:

SECTOR PLAN:

JURISDICTION: Council District 4

East County

(1) IN USE?: Yes

(2) IMPROVED (paved)?: Yes

RIGHT-OF-WAY TO BE

CLOSED:

Lecil Rd

IS

DEPARTMENT-UTILITY The City of Knoxville Engineering Department and the Fire Department 
object to this proposed closureREPORTS:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff has received notification of objection for this street closure from City Engineering Department, City Fire 
Department, an adjacent land owner, and residents.

COMMENTS:

The property owner of parcel 072BA024 at 6728 N Ruggles Ferry Pike has not signed the application, 
indicating agreement with this closure.  Staff received a phone call from that property owner in 2010, and she 
was clearly opposed to this request.  Staff has also received  correspondence from area residents expressing 
opposition to this proposed closure of Lecil Rd.  Indications are that the street serves as a cut-through that 
helps to relieve traffic congestion for residents along N. Ruggles Ferry Pike trying to get to Asheville Hwy., 
especially during the AM peak travel time.  Lecile Rd. also serves as means of accessing Sunnyview Primary 
School, locate half a mile away to the north along  Bagwell Rd.  With this being the case, in addition to the 
objections from the Engineering and Fire Departments, staff is recommending denial.

STREET:

POSTPONEMENT(S): 3/11/10-11/8/18

FILE #: 3-F-10-SC

LOCATION: Between Asheville Highway and N. Ruggles Ferry Pike

DENY the closure of this Lecil Road, based on the objections from City Engineering and City Fire 

Department.

GROWTH POLICY PLAN: Urban Growth Area (Inside City Limits)

If approved, this item will be forwarded to Knoxville City Council for action on 1/15/2019 and 1/29/2019.  If 
denied, MPC's action is final, unless the action to deny is appealed to Knoxville City Council.  The date of the 
appeal hearing will depend on when the appeal application is filed.  Appellants have 15 days to appeal an MPC 
decision in the City.

KNOXVILLE/KNOX COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION

AGENDA DATE: 12/13/2018

AGENDA ITEM #: 7

WATERSHED: Fawver Creek

View map on KGIS

12/5/2018 09:33 AM JEFF ARCHER3-F-10-SCFILE #:AGENDA ITEM #: 7 7-1PAGE #:

http://www.kgis.org/maps/mpccases.html?run=SearchCases&casenumber=3-F-10-SC
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3-F-10-SC
CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

Original Print Date: Revised:
Metropolitan Planning Commission * City / County Building * Knoxville, TN  37902

2/22/2010             

Petitioner:

Map No:
Jurisdiction:

0 500
Feet

72
City

Name of Street or Alley:
To be closed from:

Ritchie, Wilson

Lecil Rd 
Asheville Highway

To be closed to: N. Ruggles Ferry Pike



Fire Prevention Bureau 
 

City of Knoxville 

400 Main Street, Suite 539 

Knoxville, TN 37902 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

Date:  December 5, 2018 

 

To:  Jeff Archer and Sherry Michienzi 

 

From:  Sonny Partin, Deputy Fire Marshal 

 

Subject: Request for Information on Right of Way Closures, Fire Department Review   

 

 

 

Road Name Review Status Comments 

      

1. Lecil Rd. (3-F-10-SC) Disapproved 

This road is needed for access to the areas off 

Ruggles Ferry.  Also, the closure of this road 

will increase congestion at the intersection of 

Ruggles Ferry and Asheville Hwy and delay 

any response time for City properties and 

Mutual Aid with Rural Metro to County 

properties. We have discussed this with Rural 

Metro and they agree with our comments. 
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October 15, 2018

re:   File #: 3-F-10-SC
R.O.W closure Lecil Road
Knoxville, Tennessee

We would like to request that the application for closure of the Lecil Road right-of-way be
withdrawn from MPC’s further consideration and, therefore, their agenda.  

The client, Wilson Ritchie, has not expressed any interested in pursuing this request further.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely, 

Glenn Richters, RA, LEED AP

Benefield Richters Co.
865.637.7009 (o)
865.250.2194 (c)
grichters@benefieldrichters.com











CITY OF KNOXVILLE   
         Engineering 

James R. Hagerman, P.E. 
Director of Engineering 

- 1 - 

3-F-10-SC_7-23-2018 
City County Building  Room 480  400 Main Street,  P.O. Box 1631  Knoxville, Tennessee  37901 

Office: (865) 215-2148  Fax (865) 215-2631  Email: jhagerman@cityofknoxville.org 

www.CityOfKnoxville.org 

July 23, 2018 

 

Mr. Mike Brusseau, AICP, Senior Planner 

Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning Commission 

City-County Building, Suite 403 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 

 

SUBJECT: Lecil Rd Proposed Closure Between Asheville Hwy and N Ruggles Ferry Pike 

MPC File # 3-F-10-SC; Near City Block 31982 

 

Mr. Brusseau: 

 

The City Engineering Department objects to the proposed closure of Lecil Rd between Asheville Highway and N 

Ruggles Ferry Pike. The loss of this road will reduce connectivity in the area and it is anticipated that this will lead 

to immediate traffic problems that will only increase as development increases in that area.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Benjamin D. Davidson, PLS, Technical Services Administrator, Department of Engineering 

Ph: 865-215-2148 
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From: Mike Brusseau
To: Betty Jo Mahan
Date: 5/6/2010 1:49:12 PM
Subject: Fwd: Lecil Lane closure by Richie Tractor

Re:  Item #8

>>> "Stacy Merrell K&M Transportation" <kmtransportation@bellsouth.net> 5/6/2010 12:27 
PM >>>
Good afternoon,

 I would like to ask that you vote against closing Lecil Lane at the next MPC
meeting. My wife and I, along with several others use this cut thru daily to
reach Ashville Highway. If it were to close it would cause a long back up in
the mornings and evenings due to the Sunnyview School (when in session)
traffic along with the folks that live in this area going to work etc. Not
to mention the Little White House Day Care traffic that is at the
intersection at the end of Ruggles Ferry and Ashville  Highway which is
where the traffic would start to back up. 

 While I understand what Richie Tractor Is wanting to do. I think Richie
Tractor can come up with a better idea then to close Lecil Lane as they
purchased acreage on the other side of Lecil Lane from where the current
store is located that should be able to accommodate whatever they are
wanting to do?

 I hope that you can help us on this matter. 

 Thank you for your time.

 Stacy Merrell

K & M Transportation Services LLC

865-637-0900

                   865-257-2170 Cell

                   865-971-1813 Fax

                  800-277-6999 Toll Free

                 www.kmtransportation.org 
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From: Mike Brusseau
To: Betty Jo Mahan
Date: 5/3/2010 8:19:28 AM
Subject: Fwd: Road Closure of Lecil Lane 37924

Re:  Item # 8

>>> <hjsickles@aol.com> 4/30/2010 10:06 AM >>>
 
    Hello Mr. Brusseau:;
  
My name is H J Sickles and I live @397 Drummer Lane, 37924. I amwriting you about an access 
road named Lecil Lane that runs betweenAsheville Hwy aind Ruggles Ferry Rd. It is up for 
closure review forthe third time in as many moinths.The road is at the Ritchy TractorCompany 
on Asheville Hwy. Since Richy recently bought the property onthe other side of the access road, 
I am certain they are pushing forthe closure to give them greater highway exposure. There is 
one homethat faces Lecil Laine. It is occupied by an elderly couple, Rachel(White) and Earl 
Fawver. They have been pressured by a Mr. Ritchy to"sign off" on the closure. The road in 
question has been in existancebefore Asheville Hwy was ever built. The road led to the family 
farm ofMrs. Fawver. Mrs. Fawver refuses to sign- even though Mr. Ritchy (whosaid he was a 
lawyer) offered to build her a nice new landscapeddriveway.He also offered to buy her home @ 
appraised price. She haslived in this home for at least 55 years. I am thinking this 
harrasmentborders on elder abuse.
 ?My point is that this road does notneed to be closed. I use it daily. When nearby Sunnyview 
School is insession, the traffic between 7:30 and 8:00 is great. The west boundlane on Ruggles 
Ferry backs up on that road trying to get ontoAsheville Hwy. I always use the road subject to 
closure as do manyothers.In the afternoon @rush hour, I again use this short road becauseof 
the backup to make a left hand turn onto Ruggles Ferry fromAsheville Hwy sometimes exceeds 
the space in the turn lane (at theCo-Op).
I want to point out that other access roads from Asheville Hwy to Ruggles Ferry are far more 
dangerous than Lecil.
There are several subdivisions that surround Sunnyview School, manynewly developed, which 
increase the traffic as well. If this road isclosed, you will see many more rear end accidents. 
School Buses headingto or from the school are in more danger, although they do not use 
theaccess road; but because of the increased traffic.
Please do not allow Ritchy Tractor to gain more highway exposure. It is simply not right for the 
people who live in the area.
  
  Thank You for your time and consideration.
  
  H J Sickles
  546-1099
  335-0004
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From: Mike Brusseau
To: Betty Jo Mahan
Date: 3/2/2010 12:08:40 PM
Subject: Fwd: road closer Lecil

Re: 3-F-10-SC

>>> Tim Fawver <tfawver@att.net> 3/2/2010 12:11 PM >>>
Dear Sir, Please  reconsider closing the Lecil road 3-f-10-sc. This road is use for traffic to and 
from Sunnyview School (Bagwell Road). I think closing the road will cause a morning traffic 
problem. I think an acceptible solution would be to move the road to the edge of Richie 
Tractor's property. Thank you for allowing comments. Tim Fawver
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From: Dan Kelly
To: Betty Jo Mahan
Date: 5/7/2010 10:27:58 AM
Subject: Fwd: Agenda Item #8, Wilson Ritchie (3-F-10-SC)

>>> Trey Benefield <tbenefield@benefieldrichters.com> 05/07 10:04 AM >>>
Dan,

We are working with Wilson and Stewart Ritchie of Ritchie Tractor. As 
you may be aware, we have been pursuing a road closure to enable 
expansion of the Asheville Highway facility. We would like to table our 
request while we study the matter further. Would you please put our 
request on the agenda to be considered for Tabling?

Thank you,

Trey

>                Facebook 
> <http://www.facebook.com/pages/Benefield-Richters/76130626419>
>
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