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Metropolitan Planning Commission,

Good afternoon everyone. My name is Samuel L. Wood and I am representing
the Carter community in regards to the Concepts/ Uses on Review: 11-SB-18-C and
11-E-18-UR: Strawberry Plains Subdivision. Allow me to begin by thanking
everyone on the Metropolitan Planning Commission for your service to Knoxville
and Knox County. We know how busy this life, God has granted us can be, and
greatly appreciate the time each of you spend to make our community stronger.

The Carter community is a special place in Knox County. My wife and [,
healthcare workers with a combined 12 years of service to Knoxville, originally
moved there 8 years ago, to enjoy the close proximity of Knoxville, while still
retaining the small town feel. We found the perfect 2 acre plot where we would have
enough room to build our mini-farm and care for our horses.

As soon as we moved in, the community welcomed us, with what we saw as
sounding trumpets. A gentleman, a life long Carter resident, bush hogged our
property for free, one neighbor, a Carter Elementary employee, made us hot
tamales, and another, a family with 15 years of residency, invited us over for dinner.
Evenings in Carter are filled with the friendly chatter of neighbors, chickens
clucking, and gardens growing. | hope this short description accurately paints a
picture of the warm, welcoming Carter community.

We knew little of the Metropolitan Planning Commission, until the rezoning
sign was displayed outside the 11-SB-18-C site, so please excuse any minor
discrepancies in our verbiage. We were pleasantly surprised to discover that the
commission is filled with highly qualified and passionate volunteer Knoxville
residents. Reading the short bios of each of the commission’s members was
comforting. We were happy to see reported goals of, “Grow and preserve the beauty
of Knoxville,” “Ensuring neighborhood stability,” and “...Careful consideration of
pros and cons of each proposal brought to the committee.”

The Carter community is a warm and welcoming community, but we are not
welcoming the Concepts/ Uses on Review: 11-SB-18-C and 11-E-18-UR: Strawberry
Plains Subdivision proposal. As representative of the Carter community, I am hereby
graciously requesting the commission’s denial of such proposal. [ hope this speech
accurately expresses our disapproval of the proposal, and the commission sees this
as a community-wide cry for help. As evidence by this signed petition, the
dissatisfaction with the propasal can be plainly seen.

The petition outlines our concerns for this Concepts/ Uses on Review. For the
purposes of this short public announcement, the petition’s points are as follows. The
community is requesting the commission’s denial of the proposal on the grounds of:



. Unpredictable and dangerous traffic pattern changes. There is already
a subdivision in close proximity and Strawberry Plains Pike is a major
feed for the Carter school system.

. The proposal has 35 homes planned for less than 11 acres. This is too
many houses and not enough green space.

. The subdivision planned is unnatural to the plot of land, as evidence
by the acceptations made in Knoxville’s laws regarding subdivision
development.

. A significant number of community members responded to this
petition, considering the small amount of time we were allotted to
bolster a response. More than 100 signatures have been obtained.

. There is a gross discord with the surrounding area, which is mostly
zoned agricultural and estate.

. This plan will contribute to the loss of the unique culture of the Carter
Community, and will encourage further loss in the coming years.

. Public natification, while to the best of our knowledge did follow the
Knoxville laws, we feel was uncoordinated and short-lived.

Again, the Carter community is thankful for the Metropolitan Planning
Commission and its dedicated members. We thank you for taking the time to listen
to our concerns. We hope these points reach out to each of you and help guide you
in your decision to accept or deny the proposal: Concepts/ Uses on Review: 11-5B-
18-C and 11-E-18-UR, Strawberry Plains Subdivision. Thank you, and God bless.

Earnestly,

The Carter Community
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