
CITY OF KNOXVILLE CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

APPLICANT: GORDON SMITH 

TAX ID NUMBER: 94 N P 02801

ZONING: O-1 (Office, Medical, and Related Services)

APPLICANT'S REASON Consolidate properties
FOR CLOSURE:

SECTOR PLAN:

JURISDICTION: Council District 1

Central City

(1) IN USE?: Yes

(2) IMPROVED (paved)?: Yes

RIGHT-OF-WAY TO BE
CLOSED:

Unnamed alley

IS

DEPARTMENT-UTILITY The City of Knoxville Engineering Department has provided a memo (dated 
July 27, 2018) stating that they object to this proposed closure.REPORTS:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

MPC and City of Engineering staffs are in agreement that this section of the existing alley should remain open 
to the public.  There is a need to maintain connectivity options in the Ft. Sanders area.  The closure of this 
portion of the alley would leave a remnant portion open, thereby creating a dead-end traffic condition.

COMMENTS:

The applicant owns all of the properties adjacent to the proposed closure.  MPC staff is recommending denial 
of the request based on the shared opinions of City Engineering and MPC staffs.  A memo from the City 
Engineering Department (dated July 27, 2018) is attached, stating the reasons for their objections to this 
closure.

ALLEY:

POSTPONEMENT(S): 8/9/2018

FILE #: 8-B-18-AC

LOCATION: Between Nineteenth Street and northeast corner of parcel 094NP027

DENY the requested closure of the unnamed alley.

GROWTH POLICY PLAN: Urban Growth Area (Inside City Limits)

If approved, this item will be forwarded to Knoxville City Council for action on 10/9/2018 and 10/23/2018.  If 
denied, MPC's action is final, unless the action to deny is appealed to Knoxville City Council.  The date of the 
appeal hearing will depend on when the appeal application is filed.  Appellants have 15 days to appeal an MPC 
decision in the City.

KNOXVILLE/KNOX COUNTY METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION

AGENDA DATE: 9/13/2018

AGENDA ITEM #: 8

WATERSHED: Third Creek

View map on KGIS

8/23/2018 12:28 PM MICHAEL BRUSSEAU8-B-18-ACFILE #:AGENDA ITEM #: 8 8-1PAGE #:

http://www.kgis.org/maps/mpccases.html?run=SearchCases&casenumber=8-B-18-AC
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8-B-18-AC
CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

Original Print Date: Revised:
Metropolitan Planning Commission * City / County Building * Knoxville, TN  37902

7/19/2018             

Petitioner:

Map No:

Jurisdiction:

±0 125

Feet

94

City

Name of Street or Alley:

To be closed from:

Smith, Gordon

Unnamed alley 

Nineteenth Street

To be closed to: northeast corner of parcel 094NP027
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      Reza Basiri 

      P.O. Box 11327 

      Knoxville, TN 37939 

      Phone: 865-919-2229 

 

 

08/02/2018 

Attn: MPC Commissioners and Staff 
c/o Mr. Michael Brusseau, Senior Planner 
michael.brusseau@knoxmpc.org 
 
Dear Commissioners,  

I am writing in regard to File # 8-B-18-AC, the lane closure request of the alley running between 19th and 
20th streets, parallel to Highland Avenue. I own the property at 1927 Highland, located between 
properties owned by Mr. Smith. 

I am opposed to closure of this alley: 

 The street parking on Highland in front of my house is limited and often blocked with parked 
cars, allowing no entrance to the front of my property for the resident’s car to park. The 
neighboring property west has no street parking due to a double driveway curb-cut and a fire 
hydrant/yellow curb. 

 The back alley is often the only access via automobile for parking.  

 Repairs/work to my property requires access via the alley. If this alley is not accessible, then it 
will limit availability to my structure. The alley at Twentieth St. is narrow. Please note this 
narrowness and the impact that has on repair truck access to the rear/accessible side of my 
property.   

 It is not uncommon for the 20th Street end of the alley to be closed/blocked by cars, 
necessitating access from the 19th street end of the alley. 

 This is a very heavily parked area consisting of visitors to Fort Sanders Regional Hospital, 
Hospital employees and college students living in the area.  

 All utilities all run through the alley- large KUB poles lining the alley, supplying power to the 
entire Fort Sanders Area. 

Thank you very much for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Reza Basiri 
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