
 
 
 
 

  
MEMORANDUM 
                    
Date:  May 8, 2020 
To:  Planning Commission 
From:  Gerald Green AICP, Executive Director 
Subject: Agenda Item 50 File # 05-B-20-OB 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the request of Shift Church for 2864 Alcoa 
Highway to continue to be used as assembly/church. 
 
Background: The property at 2864 Alcoa Highway is zoned SC by the Knox County Zoning Ordinance, 
which does not identify places of worship as a permitted use. The space for which this request is being 
made had previously been occupied by a church but has been vacant for more than 6 months. In 
reviewing the permit application for Shift Church, Knox County Codes Administration determined that 
the proposed use was not permitted. The Knox County Zoning Code authorizes the Planning Commission 
to allow other uses to locate in the SC zone upon a finding “that the intent of this resolution is 
maintained. The general intent of this section is to encourage and insure the development of unified 
retail shopping centers which will promote the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare for 
the citizens of the county.” It is the opinion of both Codes Administration and Planning staff that the 
proposed use maintains the intent of the SC zoning district. 
 
If you have any questions, comments, or would like additional information, please feel free to contact 
me by email at gerald.green@knoxplannning.org or by phone at 215-3758.   
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