
CITY OF KNOXVILLE CLOSURE OF 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

APPLICANT: DARLENE ALLEN 

TAX ID NUMBER: 82   N/A

ZONING: n/a

APPLICANT'S REASON To acquire additional land for the placement of a modular home on the 

subject property.FOR CLOSURE:

SECTOR PLAN:

JURISDICTION: Council District 6

East City

(1) IN USE?: No

(2) IMPROVED (paved)?: No

RIGHT-OF-WAY TO BE

CLOSED:

Superior St.

IS

DEPARTMENT-UTILITY KUB does not release and retains all easements and rights for existing 
facilities. No address changes are anticipated if the proposed street closure 
is approved by the Planning Commission.

REPORTS:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMENTS:

1. The Superior Street right-of-way runs from Wilson Avenue to Hillside Avenue, a span of four blocks. 
Superior Street is paved for the two northern-most blocks and is undeveloped for the remaining two blocks.  
2. As the right-of-way currently exists, the undeveloped remainder could be paved so that the road surface 
continued the entire length of the right-of-way, providing another layer of connectivity for the area.
3. The application states the reason for the closure request is to allow the placement of a modular home on the 
property, essentially creating a lot out of the right-of-way at this location. 
4. The parcels adjacent to the right-of-way area to be closed meet the zoning requirements and are buildable 
lots. The right-of-way is not needed for those properties to meet the standards that are in place.
5. The closure request is for the portion of undeveloped right-of-way abutting the part of the street that is 
developed. Therefore, closing the right-of-way would thwart the ability of the City to extend Superior Street in 
the future if that was ever desired.

STREET:

FILE #: 5-A-22-SC

LOCATION: Between Lay Avenue and  the southern lot line of Parcel ID 082KK018 

& 082LB001

Deny closure of the section of Superior Street between Lay Avenue and parcels 082KK018 and 

082LB001 since it would deny the opportunity for enhanced connectivity in the future that could be 

achieved by extending Superior Street.

GROWTH POLICY PLAN: n/a

AGENDA DATE: 5/12/2022

AGENDA ITEM #: 5

WATERSHED: Williams Creek

View map on KGIS
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https://www.kgis.org/maps/planningcases.html?run=SearchCases&casenumber=5-A-22-SC


6. Staff believes the closure is not needed and recommends retaining the right-of-way to leave open the 
possibility for it to serve the community as a street in the future or as an opportunity for infill should the City 
ever wish to do so.

If approved, this item will be forwarded to Knoxville City Council for action on 6/14/2022 and 6/28/2022.  If 
denied, Knoxville-Knox County Planning Commission's action is final, unless the action to deny is appealed to 
Knoxville City Council.  The date of the appeal hearing will depend on when the appeal application is filed.  
Appellants have 15 days to appeal a Planning Commission decision in the City.
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5-A-22-SC
CLOSURE OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

Original Print Date: Revised:
Knoxville - Knox County Planning Commission * City / County Building * Knoxville, TN  37902

4/18/2022

Petitioner:

Map No:

Jurisdiction:

±0 100

Feet

82

City

Name of Street or Alley:

To be closed from:

Allen, Darlene

Superior St.

Lay Avenue, north side of CLT #'s 082KK018 & 082LB001

To be closed to: North side of Paper Alley located on the southern lot line of CLT #'s 082KK018 & 082LB001



Memo 
 

 Knoxville-Knox County Planning  |  KnoxPlanning.org  
400 Main Street, Suite 403  |  Knoxville, TN 37902  |  865.215.2500 Page 1 of 1 

APRIL 7, 2022 
Knoxville Utilities Board 
Steve Borden, Regional Director, TN Dept. of Transportation 
Harold Cannon, Director, Department of Engineering 
Steve King, Department of Engineering  
Sonny Partin, Fire Marshall 
Shannon Sims, AT&T  
James W. Wagner, AT&T 
Ben Davidson, Department of Engineering 
Charlotte Goforth, Department of Engineering  
 
From: Michelle Portier, Principal Planner, Knoxville-Knox County Planning 

RE: REQUEST CLOSURE OF SUPERIOR ST. BETWEEN LAY AVE. AND THE 
SOUTHEASTERN LOT LINES OF PARCEL ID'S 082KK018 & 082LB001.  
(5-A-22-SC) 
 
Please give us the following information in writing regarding this proposed closure, adding any conditions 
you wish considered with this request: 

 Is there any present or anticipated future need for this street/alley which in your opinion would 
warrant retaining it for public use? 

 What present use does it serve? 
 What future use is anticipated? 
 If closed (vacated), would easements meet your needs? 
 If easement will meet needs, please state easements required. 
 If your department opposes vacating the ROW, please indicate the rationale. 

This request will be considered by the Knoxville-Knox County Planning Commission on May 12, 2022.  A 
map showing the street or alley in question is attached for your information. 

PLEASE NOTE: Failure to reply to our office by Monday, April 25, 2022 will be considered as no objection 
by your agency. 
 
C: Amy Brooks, Executive Director, Knoxville-Knox County Planning 
Attachment: Application 



CITY OF KNOXVILLE   
         Engineering 

Benjamin D. Davidson, PLS 
Technical Services Administrator 
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City County Building • Room 480 • 400 Main Street, • P.O. Box 1631 • Knoxville, Tennessee  37901 
Office: (865) 215-2148 • Fax (865) 215-2631 • Email: jhagerman@cityofknoxville.org 

www.CityOfKnoxville.org 

April 25, 2022 
 
Knoxville-Knox Planning 
City-County Building, Suite 403 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 
 
SUBJECT: Closure of a portion of Superior Ave  

Planning File # 5-A-22-SC; Nearby City Block 14782 and 14841 
 
The City Engineering Department has no objections to close the above described right-of-way area. However, 
should this right-of-way be closed, the City will reserve easements for the following all drainage facilities and 
utilities, if there are any current facilities, located in or within five (5) feet of the property described herein. No 
easements are reserved if there are no current facilities within the closure area. If any existing facilities or utilities 
are found not feasible to the site development or use, they may be removed and relocated, subject to City 
Engineering and/or other applicable easement holder review and approval. 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Benjamin D. Davidson, PLS, Technical Services Administrator 
Technical Services/Department of Engineering 
Ph: 865-215-2103 
 



Electricity · Gas · Water · Wastewater 

P.O. Box 59017 · Knoxville, TN 37950-9017 ·  (865) 524-2911 · www.kub.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

April 26, 2022 

Michelle Portier 
Knoxville-Knox County 
Metropolitan Planning Commission 
Suite 403, City-County Building 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902 

Dear Ms. Portier: 

Re: Right-of-Way Closure Request 5-A-22-SC 

We have reviewed our records and, as far as we have been able to determine, KUB has no 
existing utility facilities located within the subject right-of-way and we have no objection to the 
requested closure. However, KUB does not release and hereby retains all easements and 
rights for existing facilities, whether or not identified in our research. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me at (865) 558-2483. 

Sincerely, 

Christian Wiberley, PE 
Engineering 

CGW 



4/20/22, 4:37 PM Knoxville - Knox County Planning Mail - 5-A-22-SC ROW closure request

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=47d0ea6428&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1730659172422343352&simpl=msg-f%3A1730659172… 1/1

Dori Caron <dori.caron@knoxplanning.org>

5-A-22-SC ROW closure request 

Steve Borden <Steve.Borden@tn.gov> Wed, Apr 20, 2022 at 4:06 PM
To: Dori Caron <dori.caron@knoxplanning.org>

TDOT District 18 Operations has no comment on the lone ROW closure request, 5-A-22-SC.

 

 

 

Steven M. Borden, P.E. | Director/Assistant Chief Engineer

TDOT – Region 1

7345 Region Lane

Knoxville, TN  37914

(865) 594-2400

Steve.Borden@tn.gov

tn.gov/tdot

 

 

 

 

From: Dori Caron <dori.caron@knoxplanning.org>  
Sent: Thursday, April 7, 2022 10:13 AM 
To: Charlotte Goforth <cgoforth@knoxvilletn.gov>; Steve Borden <Steve.Borden@tn.gov>; Michelle Portier
<michelle.portier@knoxplanning.org>; Christian Wiberley <Christian.Wiberley@kub.org>; WAGNER, JAMES W
<JW904s@att.com>; Levan King Cranston <levan.kingcranston@knoxplanning.org>; Steve King
<sking@knoxvilletn.gov>; Ben Davidson <bdavidson@knoxvilletn.gov>; Harold Cannon <hcannon@knoxvilletn.gov>;
Sonny Partin <spartin@knoxvilletn.gov>; Amy Brooks <amy.brooks@knoxplanning.org>; Shannon Sims
<ss3775@att.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 5-A-22-SC ROW closure request

 

*** This is an EXTERNAL email. Please exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email - STS-Security. ***
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5-A-22-SC 
EXHIBIT A. Contextual Images 

 

Location Map. 

Aerial Map. 



5-A-22-SC 
EXHIBIT A. Contextual Images 
 

 

Sector Plan Map. 

Existing Land Use Map. 
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EXHIBIT A. Contextual Images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle View 
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