
Outlook

Re: 8-B-23-OA

From R. Bentley Marlow <rbentleymarlow@gmail.com>
Date Wed 1/22/2025 9:44 AM
To Dallas DeArmond <dallas.dearmond@knoxplanning.org>

Dallas,

Please untable it and place it on the March agenda.  

Thank you,

Bentley

___
R. Bentley Marlow, J.D., M.A.
322 Douglas Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37921-4813
Cellular:  (865) 607.4357
rbentleymarlow@gmail.com

Sent from my iPhone

On Jan 22, 2025, at 9:26 AM, Dallas DeArmond <dallas.dearmond@knoxplanning.org> wrote:

Good morning Mr. Marlow,

You have a case that is currently tabled (8-B-23-OA) that is due to be automatically withdrawn at the March 13, 2025 Planning Commission
Meeting unless it is removed from the table at the February 13 meeting. If the item is removed from the table in February, it will be
readvertised and placed on the agenda for action in March. Please let me know whether or not you would like to remove this item from the
table in February or allow it to be automatically withdrawn. I will need to know your decision by February 12 at noon (the publication date of
the final agenda for the February 13 meeting).

Thank you,

Dallas DeArmond
Administrative Assistant II
(865) 215 3810
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5.3 DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

A. Table 5-1: Commercial and Office Districts Dimensional Standards establishes the dimensional standards for
the office and commercial districts, with the exception of the DK District.  The dimensional standards for
development for the DK District are found in Sections 5.5 below. These regulations apply to all uses within
each district unless a different standard is listed for a specific use.

B. In the C-N District, and in the O District when the lot abuts a single-family residential district, nonresidential
development is limited to the maximum gross floor area indicated in Table 5-1.  Additional gross floor area
may be permitted if, during site plan review, it is found that the development meets all of the following
standards. If the development is being approved in conjunction with a special use, then a request for
increased floor area will be reviewed as part of the special use, rather than site plan review.

1. The development maintains the privacy of adjacent residential lots through techniques such as
decreased height, additional landscape and screening measures, building massing and design to
mitigate adverse impacts of noise and lighting, and increased setbacks above those required from
adjacent residential lots.

2. Building design elements incorporate pedestrian-scale features, such as awnings and storefront
windows.

3. The design of the site's circulation system provides adequate and safe access for both motor vehicles
and alternate modes of transportation, including pedestrians and bicyclists. The design must minimize
potentially dangerous traffic movements and points of conflict between vehicles and pedestrians or
bicyclists.

Table 5-1: Commercial and Office Districts Dimensional Standards 

C-N C-G-1 C-G-2 C-G-3

Bulk 

Minimum Lot 
Area  

None None None None 

Minimum Lot 
Width  

None None None None 

Maximum Gross 
Floor Area 
(Nonresidential 
Uses Only)  

5,000 sf unless 
meeting the 
standards of 5.3.B 

N/A N/A N/A 

Maximum 
Building Height 

45' 45' 70'; however, 
structures must 
set back an 
additional 1' for 
every 2' of height 
over 45' from any 
required setback 
abutting a 
residential district 
lot line  

Unlimited; 
however, 
structures must 
set back an 
additional 1' for 
every 2' of height 
over 45' from any 
required setback 
abutting a 
residential district 
lot line  
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Setbacks 

Minimum Front 
Setback  

None, unless 
average of 
adjacent lots is 
15' or greater, 
then 15'  

None  Build-To Zone: 0' 
to 20'  

Build-To Zone: 0' 
to 20'  

Minimum Build-
To Percentage  

N/A  N/A  50%  70%  

Minimum Interior 
Side Setback  

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  
When C-N is 
exclusively 
residential setback 
abutting residential 
district is TEN FEET 
(10’), or 20% of lot 
depth, whichever is 
less 

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  

Minimum Corner 
Side Setback  

15' None, unless 

sight (visibility) 
triangle is adversely 
impacted, 
Department of 
Engineering shall 
set the setback, no 
greater than 
FIFTEEN FEET (15’) 

None  Build-To Zone: 0' 
to 10'  

Build-To Zone: 0' 
to 15'  

Minimum Build-
To Percentage  

N/A  N/A  30%  60%  

Minimum Rear 
Setback  

20' 10’, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30' 
20’ or 20% of lot 
depth, whichever 
is less. 
When C-N is 
exclusively 
residential setback 
abutting residential 
district is TEN FEET 
(10’), or 20% of lot 
depth, whichever is 
less 

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 20'  

None, unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 25'  
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Table 5-1: Commercial and Office Districts Dimensional Standards 
  
 C-H-1  C-H-2  C-R-1  C-R-2  

Bulk 

Minimum Lot 
Area  

10,000 sf  10,000 sf  15,000 sf  15,000 sf  

Minimum Lot 
Width  

60'  60'  80'  80'  

Maximum Gross 
Floor Area 
(Nonresidential 
Uses Only)  

N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  

Maximum 
Building Height  

45'  90'; however, 
structures must 
set back an 
additional 1' for 
every 2' of height 
over 45' from any 
required setback 
abutting a 
residential district 
lot line  

50'  90'; however, 
structures must 
set back an 
additional 1' for 
every 2' of height 
over 45' from any 
required setback 
abutting a 
residential district 
lot line  

Setbacks 

Minimum Front 
Setback  

20'  20'  20'  20'  

Minimum Interior 
Side Setback  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 35'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 35'  

Minimum Corner 
Side Setback  

20'  20'  20'  20'  

Minimum Rear 
Setback  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

10', unless 
abutting a 
residential 
district, then 30'  

 

Table 5-1: Commercial and Office Districts Dimensional Standards 
  
 O  OP  

Bulk 

Minimum Lot Area  10,000 sf  
TH: 3,000 sf/du  
MF—Up to 6 du: 2,000 sf/du  

20,000 sf  

Minimum Lot Width  60'  80'  
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Maximum Gross Floor Area 
(Nonresidential Uses Only)  

5,000 sf when the lot abuts a 
single-family district unless 
meeting the standards of 5.3.B  

N/A  

Maximum Building Height  45'  50'  

Setbacks 

Minimum Front Setback  15'  25'  

Minimum Interior Side Setback  15', unless abutting a residential 
district, then 20'  

20', unless abutting a residential 
district, then 35'  

Minimum Corner Side Setback  15'  25'  

Minimum Rear Setback  20', unless abutting a residential 
district, then 30' or 20% of lot 
depth, whichever is less  

20', unless abutting a residential 
district, then 35'  

 

 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 
 

 

 

6



CITY OF KNOXVILLE

Plans Review & Inspections Division 

8-B-23-OA

Article 5.3 Table 5-1 

• I don’t have any concern with the proposed reduction in the minimum interior side setback or the
rear setback for C-N.

• Reducing the corner side setback from 15 to zero feet conflicts with the utility and drainage
easement requirements in the subdivision regulations.
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Exhibit B: Plans Review & Inspections Analysis
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Exhibit C: City Council Referral



8-A-23-OA, 
8-B-23-OA, 
8-C-23-OA, 
8-D-23-OA,  
8-E-23-OA
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SG,07/07/2023
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