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 Variances 
File No: 

Knoxville-Knox County Planning  |  KnoxPlanning.org  
400 Main Street, Suite 403  |  Knoxville, TN 37902  |  865.215.2500 

The Planning Commission may reduce or otherwise vary the requirements of the Subdivision Regulations 

when it finds the hardship criteria are met. In granting such variances, the Planning Commission may 

attach and require whatever conditions it feels are necessary to secure the basic objectives of the varied 

regulations. Any variance granted by the Planning Commission shall be noted in its official minutes along 

with the justification for granting the variance (Subdivision Regulations, Section 1.05). 

HARDSHIP CONDITIONS TO BE MET: 

 Conditions Required: Where the Planning Commission finds that extraordinary hardships or particular 

difficulties may result from the strict compliance with these regulations, they may, after written 

application, grant variations to the regulations, subject to specified conditions, so that substantial 

justice may be done and the public interest secured, provided that such variations shall not have the 

effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of these regulations or the comprehensive plan. 

 Evidence of Hardship Required: The Planning Commission shall not grant variations to these 

regulations if the purpose of the variation is solely for financial gain. The Planning Commission shall 

not grant variations to the Subdivision Regulations unless they make findings based upon the evidence 

presented to them in each specific case that the following hardships are met: 

a. Because of the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific 

property involved, a particular hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from a 

mere inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations were adhered to.  

b. The conditions upon which the request for a variation is based is unique to the property for 

which the variation is sought and is not applicable, generally, to other property, and has not 

been created by any person having an interest in the property.  

c. The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public safety, health, or welfare, or 

injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is 

located. 

 

By signing this form, I certify that the criteria for a variance have been met for each request, and that 

any and all requests needed to meet the Subdivision Regulations are requested above or are attached. 

I understand and agree that no additional variances can be acted upon by the legislative body upon 

appeal and none will be requested. 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature     Printed Name     Date 



Updated: April 5, 2024 

It is the applicant’s responsibility to identify the hardship that would result, as distinguished from a mere 

inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations was adhered to. Each of the variance criteria must be 

addressed in the comments below with specific facts regarding the unique details of the property 

and/or project, as applicable. 

1. VARIANCE REQUESTED: 

 

Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 

A. Pertaining to the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the subject 

property: 

 

 

 

 

B. Pertaining to conditions unique to the property that are not applicable to other property and has 

not been created by any person having an interest in the property. 

 

 

 

 

C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare, 

or injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is 

located.  

 

 

 

 

To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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and/or project, as applicable. 

2. VARIANCE REQUESTED: 

 

Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 
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C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare, 

or injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is 

located.  

 

 

 

 

To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 

A. Pertaining to the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the subject 

property: 

 

 

 

 

B. Pertaining to conditions unique to the property that are not applicable to other property and has 

not been created by any person having an interest in the property. 

 

 

 

 

C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare, 

or injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is 

located.  

 

 

 

 

To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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It is the applicant’s responsibility to identify the hardship that would result, as distinguished from a mere 

inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations was adhered to. Each of the variance criteria must be 

addressed in the comments below with specific facts regarding the unique details of the property 

and/or project, as applicable. 

4. VARIANCE REQUESTED: 

 

Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 
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property: 
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C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare, 
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To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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It is the applicant’s responsibility to identify the hardship that would result, as distinguished from a mere 

inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations was adhered to. Each of the variance criteria must be 

addressed in the comments below with specific facts regarding the unique details of the property 

and/or project, as applicable. 

5. VARIANCE REQUESTED:

Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 

A. Pertaining to the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the subject

property:

B. Pertaining to conditions unique to the property that are not applicable to other property and has

not been created by any person having an interest in the property.

C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare,

or injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is

located.

To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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Knoxville-Knox County Planning  |  KnoxPlanning.org  
400 Main Street, Suite 403  |  Knoxville, TN 37902  |  865.215.2500 

The Planning Commission may reduce or otherwise vary the requirements of the Subdivision Regulations 

when it finds the hardship criteria are met. In granting such variances, the Planning Commission may 

attach and require whatever conditions it feels are necessary to secure the basic objectives of the varied 

regulations. Any variance granted by the Planning Commission shall be noted in its official minutes along 

with the justification for granting the variance (Subdivision Regulations, Section 1.05). 

HARDSHIP CONDITIONS TO BE MET: 

 Conditions Required: Where the Planning Commission finds that extraordinary hardships or particular 

difficulties may result from the strict compliance with these regulations, they may, after written 

application, grant variations to the regulations, subject to specified conditions, so that substantial 

justice may be done and the public interest secured, provided that such variations shall not have the 

effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of these regulations or the comprehensive plan. 

 Evidence of Hardship Required: The Planning Commission shall not grant variations to these 

regulations if the purpose of the variation is solely for financial gain. The Planning Commission shall 

not grant variations to the Subdivision Regulations unless they make findings based upon the evidence 
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a. Because of the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific 
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b. The conditions upon which the request for a variation is based is unique to the property for 

which the variation is sought and is not applicable, generally, to other property, and has not 

been created by any person having an interest in the property.  

c. The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public safety, health, or welfare, or 

injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is 
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appeal and none will be requested. 
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inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations was adhered to. Each of the variance criteria must be 

addressed in the comments below with specific facts regarding the unique details of the property 

and/or project, as applicable. 

5. VARIANCE REQUESTED:

Specify the hardship that would result for each of the variance criteria: 

A. Pertaining to the particular surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the subject

property:

B. Pertaining to conditions unique to the property that are not applicable to other property and has

not been created by any person having an interest in the property.

C. Pertaining to the granting of a variance will not be detrimental to public safety, health, or welfare,

or injurious to other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is

located.

To be completed by the City or County Department of Engineering, as applicable: 

Engineering supports the variance requested (to be completed during review process): YES ☐ NO ☐ 

Engineering Comments: 
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when it finds the hardship criteria are met. In granting such variances, the Planning Commission may 

attach and require whatever conditions it feels are necessary to secure the basic objectives of the varied 
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with the justification for granting the variance (Subdivision Regulations, Section 1.05). 
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	Engineering supports the variance requested to be completed during review process YES: Off
	NO: Off
	Explain2: We are attempting to avoid the 'no fill' line with grading.
	Explain3: The roadway geometry lends itself to lower vehicular speeds. 
	Explain4: Granting the variance will neither create an unsafe condition nor adversely affect neighboring properties.
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