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8.4. Commercial Designated Area 
 
The guidelines being proposed specific to the Commercial Designated Area are as follows:  
 

8.4.1. Building Size. The Commercial Designated Area shall include buildings between 3,000 and 
13,000 square feet. No One Retail or Service Establishment identified in section 7.1G shall occupy 
a single building or space of more than 10,000 square feet. Medical and Day Care Establishments 
may occupy a single building up to 13,000 square feet.  The total Commercial Designated Area 
shall not exceed 64,000 square feet. 

8.4.2. Area Coverage. The maximum impervious area which may be covered shall be ninety (90) 
percent of the gross area labeled as Commercial Area on Exhibit C, §7.3 (approximately 12 
acres). 

8.4.3. Height Regulations. No main building shall exceed four (4) stories or forty-five (45) feet in 
height.  

8.4.4. Residential Use. Residential use is prohibited on the first floor (i.e. the floor closest to ground 
level) but is permitted on the second floor or higher. Any square footage that is put to residential 
use in this area will still contribute to the total commercial square footage for the purpose of 
determining the maximum square footage of the Commercial Designated Area. 

8.4.5. Parking. A minimum of four (4) parking space per one thousand (1,000) square feet of 
commercial ground floor space shall be allocated. A minimum of one and a half (1.5) parking 
spaces shall be allocated per residential unit. 
 

8.4.6. Landscape. 
A. Internal Parking Area. One (1) native shade tree, capable of reaching forty (40) feet in 

height at maturity for every twenty (20) parking spaces. In no case shall more than twenty 
(20) parking spaces be located in a row without a planting island a minimum of 5 (five) feet 
in width containing at least one (1) native shade tree surrounded by shrubs or ground cover.  

B. Boundary Buffer. The entire boundary, including abutting to West Emory Road, of the 
Commercial Area shall be landscaped with a minimum of one (1) ornamental, native, or 
evergreen tree per every twenty-five (25) linear feet with shrubs and ground cover plantings 
between trees.  

C. Buildings. At least fifty (50) percent of the length of the exterior walls of the building must 
have a landscaping strip of at least four (4) feet in width. 

 
8.4.7. Sidewalks. Where parking abuts the building, there must be a sidewalk of at least five (5) feet in 

width between the parking spaces and the building. 
 

8.4.8. Signs.  Signs are permitted as outlined by Knox County Zoning Ordinance §3.90 (Appendix A, 
§7.1). 
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8.4.7. Sidewalks. Where parking abuts the building, there must be a sidewalk of at least five (5) feet in 
width between the parking spaces and the building. 
 

8.4.8. Signs.  Signs are permitted as outlined by Knox County Zoning Ordinance §3.90 (Appendix A, 
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                  At least fifty percent (50%) of the combined length of the building and any adjoining
patio shall include a landscaping strip with a minimum width of four (4) feet. For the purpose of
this requirement, a covered or uncovered patio shall be considered part of the total building
length and shall be defined as an outdoor seating area containing chairs and tables, with a
minimum required size of five hundred (500) square feet. Up to 30 percent (30%) of the required
landscape area may be planted pots and/or planter boxes with a minimum width or
circumference of two (2) feet, or synthetic turf.
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Building B: Landscape Plan
(SEE PAGE 2)
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Example landscape plan


