
 
 
1. The "Single Point of Failure"  
 
Emergency response networks rely on a grid system. If Hardin Valley Road is gridlocked by an 
accident, or Buttermilk Road is blocked by a stalled dump truck, Rural Metro Fire and Knox 
County EMS rely on secondary cut-throughs like Graybeal Road to bypass the bottleneck. 
Closing a connecting road permanently amputates that grid, turning surrounding neighborhoods 
into a "single point of failure."  
 
The Argument: "By severing Graybeal Road, you are forcing emergency vehicles to rely 
exclusively on primary arterial roads that this Commission already knows are failing under 
current traffic loads. If Buttermilk Road is blocked, and Graybeal is closed, you have physically 
trapped the residents of Hickory Meadows. You are legislating a geographical dead-end for first 
responders."  
 
2. The Fire Insurance (ISO) Premium 
 
Fire departments are graded by the Insurance Services Office (ISO). That ISO rating dictates 
how much every homeowner pays for home insurance. The rating is heavily based on the 
distance and drive time from the nearest fire station to the homes. The Tactical Angle: If closing 
Graybeal Road forces Rural Metro Fire trucks to take a 2-to-4 mile detour to reach the backside 
of the subdivisions, the ISO rating for those homes could drop.  
 
The Argument:  
 
"If this road closure increases the response radius and negatively impacts our community's ISO 
fire rating, every single homeowner in this district will see an increase in their annual home 
insurance premiums. You are effectively levying a permanent, backdoor tax on hundreds of 
Hardin Valley families just to subsidize Vulcan’s logistics."  
 
3. The "Notice of Foreseeability"  
 
While sovereign immunity generally protects the county from being sued for bad legislative 
decisions, "Notice of Foreseeability" changes that.  In law, if a tragedy is entirely predictable and 
you were warned about it, you are negligent.  
 
 We want to formally warn the commissioners on the record that a death due to a delayed 
ambulance is now a foreseeable consequence of their vote.  Let the record show that on this 
date, this Commission was formally notified that closing Graybeal Road will delay emergency 
medical response times to the surrounding subdivisions. In a cardiac event, survival drops by 
10% for every minute of delay. If you vote to close this road, and an ambulance is delayed by 
the resulting detour, and a resident dies, you cannot claim it was an unforeseeable tragedy. You 
were told. You will own that outcome. 



 We formally demand an Official Impact Study from Knox County EMS. We formally request that 
the Knox County emergency dispatch (E-911) Karns Fire and Rural Metro Fire produce an 
official Route Alteration Impact Statement.  
 
If Graybeal Road is severed at the proposed Vulcan property line, exactly how many minutes 
are added to the response time for an ambulance dispatched from the nearest station to the 
Hickory Meadows subdivision?  
 


