Air Pollution Violation by CalMat Co. in
California (2008)

Introduction

In 2008, CalMat Co. faced an environmental enforcement action for an air pollution violation
issued by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) in California.
The case resulted in a $32,500 penalty. The enforcement action highlighted the importance of
maintaining compliance with air quality regulations and controlling emissions from industrial
operations.

Background of the Company

CalMat Co. is a construction materials company involved in the production and supply of
materials used for infrastructure and development projects. The company operates within an
industry that is subject to environmental regulations because activities such as material
processing, equipment operation, and transportation can contribute to air emissions.

In Southern California, industrial facilities are regulated by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District, which is responsible for protecting air quality by enforcing local, state, and
federal air pollution standards. The agency oversees emissions from businesses and facilities to
help reduce pollution and protect public health.

Nature of the Violation

In 2008, CalMat Co. was cited by the South Coast Air Quality Management District for an air
pollution violation. The violation was classified as an air quality compliance matter and resulted
in a civil penalty of $32,500.

Available enforcement information identifies the violation as an air pollution matter but does not
provide additional public details regarding the specific pollutant involved, the facility location, the
emissions source, or the exact air quality regulation that was violated.

Air pollution violations at industrial facilities may involve issues such as exceeding permitted
emission limits, improper operation of equipment, failure to maintain pollution control systems,
or noncompliance with permit conditions. These regulations are designed to reduce harmful
emissions and protect surrounding communities.



Enforcement Action

The South Coast Air Quality Management District issued the enforcement action against CalMat
Co. in 2008. As part of the resolution, the company paid a $32,500 penalty to the air quality
regulatory authority.

Environmental penalties are used by air quality agencies to encourage compliance, require
corrective action, and prevent future violations. Enforcement actions also help ensure that
companies operating industrial facilities maintain proper emission controls and follow
established air quality standards.

Environmental Significance

Air quality regulations play an important role in protecting public health and reducing pollution in
areas affected by industrial activity. Construction material facilities must manage emissions from
production processes and equipment to minimize their impact on local air quality.

The enforcement action involving CalMat Co. demonstrates the role of regional air quality
agencies in monitoring industrial operations and holding companies accountable when
environmental requirements are not met. Regulatory oversight helps promote cleaner
operations and supports long-term air quality improvement.

Conclusion

The 2008 air pollution violation involving CalMat Co. in California resulted in a $32,500 penalty
issued by the South Coast Air Quality Management District. Although publicly available
information provides limited details about the specific circumstances of the violation, the case
highlights the importance of compliance with air quality regulations. The enforcement action
reflects the responsibility of industrial companies to control emissions and operate in ways that
protect public health and the environment.



