Air Quality Violations at Vulcan Materials’
Pleasanton Facility: 2021 Incidents and
2023 Penalty

Introduction

In Pleasanton, California, an air quality enforcement case involving Vulcan Materials Company
highlighted concerns about industrial emissions, community complaints, and regulatory
compliance. The violations occurred in 2021 at Vulcan’s manufacturing facility and resulted in a
$228,000 penalty announced in 2023 by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District
(BAAQMD). The case involved odor complaints from nearby residents, allegations of public
nuisance caused by asphalt or tar odors, and violations related to nitrogen oxide emissions.

Background of the Incident

Vulcan Materials Company operates facilities that produce and distribute construction materials,
including aggregate, asphalt, and related products. In 2021, the Pleasanton facility experienced
air quality issues that led to enforcement action by the Bay Area Air Quality Management
District, the regional agency responsible for regulating air pollution in the Bay Area.

The first group of violations involved unpleasant odors described as resembling burning asphalt
or tar. These odors occurred over four days in June and July 2021. During this period, members
of the public reported the odors to the Air District, resulting in 128 complaints. The number of
complaints showed significant concern among community members regarding the facility’s
impact on local air quality and quality of life.

In addition to the odor-related violations, the facility also received a Notice of Violation after
failing a source test. The test showed that emissions exceeded permitted nitrogen oxide (NOXx)
limits for a period of 35 days. Nitrogen oxides are air pollutants that can contribute to the
formation of smog and can negatively affect regional air quality.

Investigation and Enforcement

The Bay Area Air Quality Management District investigated the reported issues and issued
Notices of Violation to Vulcan Materials Company. Notices of Violation are enforcement actions
used when a facility fails to comply with air quality regulations or district rules. Facilities
receiving these notices are generally required to explain how they will correct the problems and
prevent future violations.



The investigation relied in part on reports from members of the public who submitted odor
complaints. Community reporting played an important role in bringing attention to the potential
air quality problems at the facility. The complaints helped document the frequency and impact of
the odors experienced by people in the surrounding area.

Penalty Announced in 2023

On December 21, 2023, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District announced that Vulcan
Materials Company would pay a $228,000 penalty for the 2021 air quality violations. The
penalty was paid to the Bay Area Air Quality Management District and resolved the enforcement
actions related to the odor complaints and emissions violations.

According to the Air District, the violations leading to the penalty had been corrected by the time
the penalty was announced. The enforcement action served as a reminder that industrial
facilities must maintain proper emissions controls and comply with air quality requirements
designed to protect surrounding communities.

Impact on the Community

The Pleasanton case demonstrates the role that residents can play in environmental oversight.
The 128 odor complaints submitted by members of the public provided important information
about the community’s experience and contributed to the Air District’s response. Environmental
regulations depend not only on inspections and testing but also on observations from people
who live near regulated facilities.

The case also shows the importance of controlling industrial emissions. While construction
material facilities provide important products for infrastructure and development, they must
operate within established air quality limits to reduce impacts on nearby residents and the
environment.

Conclusion

The Vulcan Materials air quality violations in Pleasanton, California, demonstrate the challenges
of balancing industrial activity with community health concerns. The 2021 odor problems, public
complaints, and nitrogen oxide emissions violations resulted in regulatory action by the Bay
Area Air Quality Management District. The $228,000 penalty announced in 2023 emphasized
the importance of compliance with air quality regulations and the responsibility of industrial
operators to minimize their environmental impacts.

This case illustrates how regulatory agencies and community members work together to identify
and address air pollution concerns, ensuring that facilities remain accountable for protecting air
quality.






